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n August 21, 1950, the 

Pomerado Cemetery District 

(PCD) was formed by a resolu-

tion of the Board of Supervisors of the 

County of San Diego.  At that time, 

PCD took over the maintenance and 

operation of Dearborn Memorial Park. 

 

Dearborn Memorial Park was founded 

in 1885 by Dr. Louis Hilleary, the first 

physician in the Poway area.  Named 

after John Dearborn, the first person to 

be buried here, the cemetery originally 

consisted of only a few acres of land 

located along what is now known as 

Tierra Bonita Road. 

 

The PCD is governed by a three-

member Board of Trustees and is a 

non-profit special district of the State of 

California, organized and operating 

pursuant to Health and Safety Code 

Section 9000. Trustees must be regis-

tered voters that live within the District 

boundaries and are appointed by the 

Board of Supervisors to four-year 

terms of office. 

 

Public Cemetery Districts exist to serve 

residents and their immediate family 

members who reside and pay property 

taxes within District boundaries. As a 

public cemetery district, PCD encom-

passes over 98 square miles and pri-

marily serves the communities of 

Poway, Rancho Bernardo, and Rancho 

Penasquitos. 

 

After becoming a District, the cemetery 

acquired 40 additional acres of land.  

Currently, only 10 of these acres have 

been developed for burials. The PCD 

plans to develop the remaining 30 

acres in stages as the community 

grows and additional sites are needed. 

Dearborn Memorial Park is located in a 

beautiful, rural area of Poway and is 

surrounded by numerous large trees 

that help to create a very peaceful set-

ting.  Dearborn Memorial Park is also 

an Endowment Care Interment proper-

ty.  An Endowment Care Interment is a 

one-time fee that is paid by residents 

when a gravesite is purchased.  

 

The mission of PCD is to faithfully 

serve the community by compassion-

ately embracing the bereaved; respect-

fully providing dignified interments; and 

eternally honoring the deceased. 
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Rich in local history, Dearborn Memorial Park is 

also the final resting place for baseball hall of 

famer, Tony Gwynn.  

Dearborn Memorial Park is located at: 

14361 Tierra Bonita Road 

Poway, CA 92064 
www.dearborncemetery.com 

http://www.dearborncemetery.com
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The publicly-owned, 540 

bed, hospital celebrated 

an important milestone 

recently – making pro-

gress of the taxpayer-

funded construction of a 

new 71,000 square-foot, 

$60 million Heart and 

Vascular Center at 

Sharp Grossmont Hos-

pital in La Mesa. Made 

possible by the voter-

approved Prop G, a 

$247M bond measure sponsored by the Grossmont Healthcare 

District (GHD). GHD, a public agency that supports various 

health-related community programs and services in San Diego’s 

East County regions, serves as landlord of the hospital’s proper-

ty and buildings on behalf of taxpayers.  

 

Construction on the first phase of the project consisting of a 

new 6,700 square foot pharmacy replacing the existing 3,100 

square foot pharmacy and clinical testing laboratory on Level 

“A” which is now serving patients. The new pharmacy will 

help the hospital increase its current capacity of 90,000 med-

ication orders a month, which has been increasing by several 

hundred orders every month for the past several years. The 

3-story Center building is scheduled for final completion later 

this year. 

San Diego Chapter  

Quarterly Dinner Meeting 
Thursday – May 19, 2016  

6:00 pm to 9:00 pm   

Dinner served at 6:45 pm  

 

Location 

The Butcher Shop Steakhouse  

Kearny Mesa 

5255 Kearny Villa Road 

San Diego, CA  (858) 565-2272 

http://butchershopsd.signonsandiego.com 
 

Join us for a dynamic, interactive, and educational 
evening as SDCSDA showcases: 

 
The New Workforce IQ: 5 Trends Shaping 

the Future of Your Workforce 
 

Presented by Christine DiDonato, 
founder of Career Revolution, Inc.  
As the former Head of Talent for 
Sony Electronics, Inc., also one of 
Forbes “The 25 Companies Where 
Millennials Most Want To Work In 
2015”, Christine focused her 

passion and research on acquiring, coaching and 
developing organization’s youngest generation of 
employees to become the next generation of 
leaders.  

As a leading global expert in Millennial Career 
Development, Christine recognized the need to 
bring tangible and measureable solutions to 
organizations.  To relieve managers from having to 
carry 100% of the burden of solving the generational 
gap she created CareerRev.com, a unique on-line 
resource and feedback tool specifically designed for 
today’s young professionals to take greater 
ownership of their actions at work.  Christine 
leverages her internal experience leading 
Organizational Development for companies like 
Sony, Household Finance and HSBC to help current 
clients like Hewlett Packard, Hulu and United Online 
move beyond generational stereotypes and 
accelerate the pace of change and innovation.   

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Don’t forget to make your reservations now for the next 
quarterly dinner meeting!  Our contract with the facility is a 
minimum of 50 attendees.   

Please send in your RSVP form to our CSDA 
Treasurer, Rich Stevenson at Sweetwater Authority  

Deadline for RSVP’s is Thursday, May 12, 2016. 

Sharp Grossmont Hospital 

to Open New Lab and Pharmacy            

The new lab at Grossmont Hospital will 

provide a smoother workflow resulting in 

greater capacity and a quicker turnaround 

time for specimen examination and 

processing.  

The Grossmont Healthcare District is an East County regional 

public agency that supports various health-related community 

programs and services in San Diego’s East County. Formed in 1952 

to build and operate Grossmont Hospital, the District is governed by 

a five-member board of directors, each elected to four-year terms, 

who represent more than 500,000 people residing within the 

District’s 750 square miles. For more information about 

Grossmont Hospital District and the above story, please 

visit www.grossmonthealthcare.org. 

http://butchershopsd.signonsandiego.com
mailto:rstevenson@sweetwater.org
http://www.grossmonthealthcare.org/sharp-grossmont-hospital-to-open-new-lab-and-pharmacy/


President’s Message 

CSDA San Diego Chapter News   

Greetings fellow San Diego Chapter Members. Spring is here and summer is right around the corner! 
The Padres are playing ball and it looks like our “rainy” season is just about over, with the monster El 
Nino never really materializing as predicted in SoCal.  So I’ve stopped wishing for rain and taken to 
calling it our “No Nino” year.  Of course, California is fortunate to have received much needed 
precipitation where it matters most – in the far off watersheds that supply much of our region’s 
imported water supplies.  
 
Enough of that water stuff, let’s talk politics!  While many across the Nation have been transfixed with 
this year’s Presidential primaries, town hall meetings and spirited debates, we here in San Diego are 
not to be outdone.  Our very own San Diego LAFCO recently held elections for LAFCO Commissioner 

and Advisory Committee Member positions. I would like to thank those individuals who were elected to and serve on 
the LAFCO Special District Advisory Committee. I also want to recognize the two individuals who serve as LAFCO 
Commissioners - Jo McKenzie, Vista Irrigation District Board member and Ed Sprague, Olivenhain Municipal Water 
District Board member. As we move into summer, I’m sure local campaigns will kick into full gear. It should be a very 
interesting and eventful fall.  
 
Over the next serval months, the California Special District Association (CSDA) will be offering several excellent 
training opportunities for members, culminating in the Annual Conference in San Diego in October 2016. Other 
notable CSDA events to be aware of and considering attending include: CSDA Legislative Days, May 17-18, 2016; 
General Manager Leadership Summit, June 12-14, 2016; and the Special District Leadership Academy, July 10-13, 
2016. Please visit the CSDA website at http://www.csda.net/conferences for more information including event 
locations and program details. 
 
Our May 19, 2016 Chapter meeting will held at the usual location, the Butcher Shop in Kearny Mesa. The meetings 
speaker will be Christine DiDonato and the program will be “The New Workforce IQ: 5 Trends Shaping the Future of 
Your Workforce”. 
 
REMINDER: Mark your calendar for the 2016 CSDA 
Annual Conference. This year, the annual conference 
is set to be held in our back yard – the Sheraton San 
Diego Hotel and Marina, October 10-13, 2016.  I’m 
looking forward to having the conference in San Diego 
and encourage Chapter members to plan on attending. 
 
I hope to see you all at the next San Diego Chapter 
meeting.  
 

All the Best, 
 

Michael J. Bardin, SDA 
Chapter President 
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President        Mike Bardin, Santa Fe Irrigation District,                  
mbardin@sfidwater.org 

1st VP             Jim Peasley, Padre Dam MWD,                   
jfpeasley@cox.net 

2nd VP            Tim Geiser, Deer Springs Fire Protection Dis-
trict, tgeiser@dsfd.sdcoxmail.com 

Secretary        Diana Towne, Rincon del Diablo MWD 
dtowne@rinconwater.org 

Treasurer       Rich Stevenson, Sweetwater Authority 

 rstevenson@sweetwater.org         

Past  Kathleen Coates Hedberg, Helix Water 
President     District, kchedberg@cox.net 

State CSDA Representative   

Jo MacKenzie, Vista Irrigation District 
CSDA Rep mackgroup@cox.net 

    

CSDA San Diego chapter  newsletter is  printed quarterly.  If you 
have any comments or suggestions, please direct them to Diana 
Towne, SDCSDA Board Secretary at: dtowne@rinconwater.org. 

        
 
 
 

CSDA - San Diego Chapter   

We’re on Facebook...   

Click here to like us today! 

http://www.csda.net/conferences
mailto:mbardin@sfidwater.org
mailto:jfpeasley@cox.net
mailto:tgeiser@dsfd.sdcoxmail.com
mailto:dtowne@rinconwater.org
mailto:rstevenson@sweetwater.org
mailto:kchedberg@cox.net
mailto:mackgroup@cox.net
mailto:dtowne@rinconwater.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=6&ved=0CCQQFjAF&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpages%2FCSDA-San-Diego-Chapter%2F756728427685272&ei=4aVjU4LKIYfdoATt3YDQAQ&usg=AFQjCNHo1to76eMo1aNS00_-m7pSjtXXvA&sig2=-LFiAzHIOdb4OdOeTFamvw
https://www.facebook.com/CSDASanDiegoChapter/?fref=ts


  

a 

CSDA San Diego Chapter News           May    June  2016 

  

DEPENDENT or INDEPENDENT? 

Independent special districts are formed under 

California law for the performance of local 

governmental functions within specific boundaries. 

Special districts range in size and often cross political 

boundary lines, such as city and/or county borders, to 

serve a common good. There is a clear identification 

of services provided, which results in a high level of 

accountability to the public, and a high degree of 

customer satisfaction. As such, they are an integral 

part of local government and contribute significantly to 

the quality of life in the communities they serve. 

 

Districts are governed by board of directors, or 

trustees, elected or appointed to fixed terms, and are 

directly accountable to the public. Boards are subject 

to initiative, referendum, recall, the Brown Act and 

other related public agency statutes. The directors/

trustees are members of the communities they serve 

and must reside in or own property within their 

respective service areas. They often work and 

interact within the community in which they reside. 

 

Independent special districts are separate local 

agencies, created by local petition or through popular 

election. They are directly accountable to their 

constituents, not another layer of government.  

Independent special districts are further 

characterized as enterprise and non-enterprise 

districts. Non-enterprise districts provide those 

governmental services on a district-wide basis which 

cannot be economically funded solely through user 

fees, such as fire protection, parks and libraries. For 

this reason, non-enterprise districts rely primarily on a 

portion of local property tax revenues to fund their 

facilities and services. Enterprise districts, on the 

other hand, usually provide direct, site specific 

services to property within their district and may 

recover most or all of their service delivery costs 

through rates imposed on users of the service. 

 

Dependent special districts are administrative 

extensions of cities or counties. They depend on 

another unit of government for their existence, and 

are only accountable to this layer of government. 

 

Your email is the quickest 
way to receive  important 
notifications and quarterly 
newsletters from the San 
Diego Chapter of CSDA.  If 
you haven't received your 
newsletter lately or know of 
someone who did not receive 
one, you have an opportunity 
to change that!   

 
Has your personal email changed? Please notify Tim 
Geiser, 2nd VP and Membership Chair by email at: 
tgeiser@dsfd.sdcoxmail.com 

Updated Your Contact Info Lately? 

The new outreach campaign called Districts make a 

Difference aimed at educating the public about special 

districts and the crucial services they provide to communities 

throughout California, was launched in January by CSDA. 

 

As part of its public outreach and awareness efforts, CSDA 

has developed a website based platform at 

www.DistrictsMakeTheDifference.org that features valuable 

information about special districts and tells the story about 

each type of district. 

 

While CSDA will engage in limited direct public outreach 

efforts to spread the Districts Make a Difference message, 

reaching a significant number of Californians will require the 

participation of special districts throughout the state.  If large 

numbers of special districts choose to engage in the Districts 

Make the Difference campaign, it will exponentially spread 

the message in the most economic manner. 

 

DistrictsMaketheDifference.org is packed with commun-

ication materials that may be utilized to spread the message 

and educate the public about the crucial services that special 

districts deliver to millions of Californians.  The online 

“Campaign Toolkit” includes videos, posters, fact sheets, and 

other materials available for distribution by local districts. 

mailto:tgeiser@dsfd.sdcoxmail.com
http://www.DistrictsMakeTheDifference.org
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                       SPECIAL DISTRICT VIDEO CONTEST 

In an effort to provide educational outreach and awareness of special districts and their 
role in local government, our Chapter, spearheaded by the Grant Committee, launched its 
inaugural video contest reaching out to both middle and high school students.  In the past, 
our educational grants have gone to students and their classroom teachers for inventive 
water-related studies, or projects. 

This year it was bumped up a notch and into the techno world of making You-Tube videos. 
The focus was a one-minute informational video aimed to educate people about “What’s 
So Special about Special Districts?” 

 

 

Videos were submitted by March 1, 2016, with four winners who will receive $1500 in cash awards to be split be-

tween the school and student(s). The Video Contest is to engage students and teachers about special districts. Vide-

os may be used as public service announcements, on websites or on television.  

 

Although the winning videos will be shown at the next quarterly dinner (May ), the awards ceremony will not be held 

at the quarterly dinner, but instead will be held a week earlier in a separate awards ceremony at Helix Water District.  

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO ATTEND Thursday, May 12, 2016 at 6PM; 7811 University Avenue, La Mesa, 91942. 

Please RSVP to Kathleen Hedberg at kchedberg@cox.net. 

 

Students School Video Title 

Grant Gustin 
Nathan Goff 
Slater Aiello 

Coronado School of the Arts – High School 
Advisor: Anna Woerman 

Special Districts: Inside Look 

Scotland Muir La Costa Canyon High School 

Advisor: Brad Golden 

What’s So Special About Special 
Districts? 

Carson Saflar Granite Hills High School 

Advisor: Steven George 

What Makes Special Districts So 
Special 

Jacob Saflar Los Coches Creek Middle SchoolAdvisor: 
Ann Mason 

Alpine Fire Protection District 

Click below 
to watch 

them 

The San Diego Chapter of California Special District Association represents over 40 Special Districts in San Diego County.  The San 

Diego chapter is an affiliate of the California Special Districts Association which provides legislative advocacy, education and member 

services for all special districts. The California Special Districts Association (CSDA) is a 501c(6), not-for-profit association that was 

formed in 1969 to promote good governance and improve core local services through professional development, advocacy, and other 

services for all types of independent special districts. Special districts are independent public agencies that deliver core local services 

to communities, such as water, fire protection, parks and recreation, healthcare, sanitation, mosquito abatement, ports, libraries, pub-

lic cemeteries and more.  Districts are established by voters and their funding is approved by voters in order to meet specif ic needs 

through focused service.  They can be specially molded to serve large regions or small neighborhoods depending on the need. More 

information about Special Districts can be found on the California Special District website www.csda.net.  

And the winners are... 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WzgDgQx8ruI
https://youtu.be/pYxvf57Tbws
https://youtu.be/pYxvf57Tbws
https://youtu.be/2ft0k_Y5LyM
https://youtu.be/2ft0k_Y5LyM
https://youtu.be/e3NyA4S6OOQ
http://www.csda.net


                 

Treasurer’s Report 

                     January 1, 2016 through March 31, 2016 

 

 

Income for the period was from the February dinner 
meeting $1,629.00 for a total of $1,629.00. 
 
Expenditures for the period included Butcher Shop 
Restaurant for February 2016 dinner meeting 
$2,301.37 for a total of $2,301.37. 
 
The bank balance as of March 31, 2016, is 
$38,118.11. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Rich Stevenson 
CSDA Treasurer 

  

a 

CSDA San Diego Chapter News           May    June  2016 

Vallecitos Water District receives two awards from the  

Special District Leadership Foundation 
 
San Marcos, CA – On April 20, 2016, the Vallecitos Water District (Vallecitos) 

was honored for achieving both the “District Transparency Certificate of 

Excellence” and “District of Distinction” accreditation by the Special District 

Leadership Foundation (SDLF). California SDLF Treasurer Jo MacKenzie was on 

hand to recognize Vallecitos for completing the essential governance 

transparency requirements, including conducting ethics training for all Board 

members, properly hosting open and public meetings and filing financial 

transactions and compensation reports to the State Controller in a timely manner. 

The SDLF is an independent, nonprofit organization formed to promote good 

governance and best practices among California’s special districts through 

certification, accreditation and other recognition programs.   

 

Vallecitos received its first “District Transparency Certificate of Excellence” in 

2014.  The biannual accreditation is for sound fiscal management policies and 

practices in district operations. This recognition is given to organizations for their 

outstanding efforts to promote a transparent, well governed public agency. Once 

a district receives a “District Transparency Certificate of Excellence” award they are eligible to receive accreditation as a 

“District of Distinction.”   

 

Vallecitos received its first “District of Distinction” accreditation last night at the award ceremony in the District’s Board 

room. Vallecitos is one of only 28 special districts, out of over 2,000 within the State of California, to obtain this recognition. 

“SDLF provides an independent audit review of the last three years of the district's operations to ensure prudent fiscal 

practices,” said Neil McCormick, SDLF Chief Executive Officer. “The committee members who review the audits are 

volunteers from the special district community, including district controllers, directors of finance and certified general 

managers.”   

 

In addition, Vallecitos’ Board of Directors and executive staff must also show proof of educational training in public 

governance, as well as compliance with ethics and harassment prevention training. Furthermore, in order to receive the 

recognition, the District's website must include posting of transparency requirements, including: election procedures and 

deadlines, posted board meeting schedules and agendas, current district budget, most recent financial audit, and a list of 
compensation for Board members and staff or a link to the 

State Controller's webpage with the data.   

 

“These awards are a testament to the Vallecitos Water Dis-

trict’s commitment to open government,” said Vallecitos 

Board President Mike Sannella. “The Board of Directors, 

along with District staff, are to be commended for their ef-

forts to empower the public with information and to facilitate 

public oversight and engagement.” 


