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CSDA Special Districts Mapping 
Project   
 
California Special Districts Association (CSDA) is proud 
to announce the launch of a GIS site containing location 
points and, in many cases, boundaries for the 
independent special districts in California. Working 
closely with California CAD Solutions, CSDA staff has 
been gathering data from all over the state to develop a 
map that will help raise awareness of special districts. 
CSDA has taken the initiative in developing a 
comprehensive, online map of the independent special 
districts in California.  
 

  
 
The map will serve as a tool in CSDA's campaign to 
raise awareness of special districts. 
 
To move this ambitious program forward, CSDA has 
worked closely with California CAD Solutions in 
gathering, formatting and posting data to the site. 
CSDA’s work is not yet finished. If your district’s data is 
inaccurate or missing boundary lines, please let CSDA 
know.  They would like to correct it. Contact CSDA 
Member Services (cathrinel@csda.net) if you have any 
questions or comments. 
 
To visit the interactive map: 
http://web.csda.net:83/disclaimer.php  
 

Accept disclaimer and proceed to the map. 

 
 

Contra Costa Resource Conservation 
District Welcomes New Manager 
 

  
 

Ben Wallace brings a wealth of experience to Contra 
Costa Resource Conservation District (CCRCD). Ben 
has previously directed conservation education projects 
at the California Association of Resource Conservation 
Districts, served as project manager at the California 
Wilderness Coalition, and worked with the US Forest 
Service and environmental consulting firms in Oregon 
and Alaska on forestry, fisheries and stream survey 
projects. He holds a bachelor's degree from Reed 
College in Oregon where he specialized in population 
and conservation biology and public policy. 
 
Ben came to the CCRCD from the Solano Land Trust 
(SLT) were he had worked from 2005 to 2013 as 
Conservation Project Manager. At SLT he provided 
oversight strategies and programs to conserve, manage 
and restore habitat on Solano Land Trust properties. 
 

The Central Contra Costa Sanitary 
District Has a New General Manager 
 

  
 
Mr. Bailey will succeed Curtis S. Swanson, who has 
been serving as the interim GM since January 2013. 
Roger assumed his duties on August 19, 2013. 
. 
Throughout his career, Mr. Bailey has led several major 
municipally owned utilities departments across the 
United States. He most recently served as the head of 
the City of San Diego Public Utilities Department, one of 
the largest and most complex water storage, treatment 
and delivery systems in the U.S.   

CSDA’s ultimate 
goal is to have every 
special district 
headquarters and 
boundary lines 
represented on the 
map. 

Welcome Ben Wallace as 
the new CCRCD 

Executive Director 

Roger S. Bailey 
has been 

appointed as the 
District’s new 

General Manager 
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Jersey Island Land Irrigation Permit 
to Reduce Water Quality Monitoring 
Costs  
 
The new permit granted by the Central Valley Regional 
Water Quality Control Board to Ironhouse Sanitary 
District (ISD) makes it easier for the district to use its 
high-quality recycled water for farming operations on 
Jersey Island, where it is used to irrigate hay crops. 
Under the new permit, land irrigation will be for 334 
acres. 
 

 
 
The estimated annual cost savings comes from reduced 
water monitoring requirements imposed by the state, 
mainly because the district’s recycled water achieves 
high standards for purity. 
 
“Nobody else in the area has a facility like this,” said ISD 
General Manager Tom Williams, speaking of the Water 
Recycling Facility. “It’s rewarding for the state regulators 
to recognize our water quality.” 
 
The state-of-the-art plant employs advanced membrane 
bioreactor technology with UV disinfection, which does a 
more thorough job of making treated water 
environmentally safe. 
 
This is important, as ISD sends a good portion of its 
recycled water to Jersey Island, a 3,500-acre island 
located between Oakley and Bethel Island. The rest of 
the recycled water is either stored on-site for later 
irrigation or released into the San Joaquin River. 
 

Central San Receives National Award 
for Fifth Consecutive Year 
 
Central Contra Costa Sanitary District’s (CCCSD) 
Purchasing and Material Services team won the National 
Purchasing Institute's Annual Achievement of Excellence 
Award again in 2013. This is the fifth consecutive time 
the team has received this award, which recognizes 
organizational excellence in procurement, with emphasis 
on innovation, professionalism, e-procurement, 
productivity, and leadership. 
 
CCCSD is one of only 23 special districts in the United 
States to receive this award in 2013, only three of which 
are sanitary districts. 
 
 

Solar Panels Expected To Save ISD 
about $100K a year 
 
RGS Energy, the commercial and utility division of Real 
Goods Solar Inc., is deploying a 1.1 MW solar power 
system at Ironhouse Sanitary District’s water recycling 
facility and administration building in Oakley. 
 
RGS Energy will design, install, monitor and maintain the 
system, which will use a 1 MW single-axis tracking 
system and 60 kW carport system. Construction will 
begin in the fall of 2013 and be completed in the first 
quarter of 2014. 
 
According to a statement from Real Goods Solar, I 
Ironhouse Sanitary District (ISD) will save a total of $5.9 
million for electricity costs over the next 25 years using 
the system. 
 
ISD signed a power purchase agreement with Real 
Goods Solar in an effort to trim escalating PG&E costs 
over the next 25 years. With the panels, the district 
estimates first-year savings of about $95,000, with 
greater savings in succeeding years. 
 
After several months of investigation, the district decided 
to make available 5 acres of its land to Real Goods Solar 
and buy the power at a discounted rate rather than take 
on the burden of purchasing its own panels. ISD pays 
nothing to build or operate the panels. Real Goods Solar 
will install single-axis tracker-style panels that will help 
power the Water Recycling Facility, as well as mount 
them on a carport to provide power for the administration 
building. 
 

Wastewater Treatment and Water 
Recycling Plant Tours 
 
Dublin San Ramon Services District (DSRSD) offers 
public tours quarterly on the second Wednesdays of 
April, July, October, and January. Tours can be 
scheduled at other times for groups of six or more if staff 
is available.  
 

 
 
The free tour lasts 60 to 90 minutes and is open to 
adults, teens, and children ages seven and up. The 
facilities are located at 7399 Johnson Drive in 
Pleasanton.  
 
Reservations are required.  For more information call the 

DSRSD public information office at 925-875-2282. 
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Mt. View Sanitary District Bird Walk  
 

On July 6th, 2013 California Special Districts Association 
(CSDA) Staff joined MVSD Biologist for a Bird Walk at 
McNabney and Moorhen marshes. 
 

 

Back Center MVSD Board member and CSDA President Stan 
Caldwell, front L-R Megan Hemming CSDA Professional 
Development Director , Kelly Davidson  MVSD Biologist, Rick 
Woods CSDA Administration - Finance Manager, Catherine 
Lemaire CSDA Member Services Director. 

Fifteen bird watchers came for the biologist led walk. 
Most of the attendees were novice or beginner bird 
watchers.  We saw and identified over thirty different 
birds, deer, a jack rabbit and a red fox.  It was warm but 
a nice day for bird watching.  MVSD will be offering bird 
walks in October and November and would love to have 
you come! 

See the district web page for more details: 
www.mvsd.org  

Sherry Sterrett Re-elected to 
CSDA Board Region 3 

       

Congratulations Sherry! Sherry’s hard work, dedication, 
commitment, and knowledge have enhanced her ability 
to be an effective and responsible board member. She 
promotes and encourages education for special district 
board members and managers. Sherry’s legacy of 
involvement and participation has been an important part 
of the success of CSDA.   

 
 
 

Los Medanos Community Healthcare 
District Awards Summer Grants  
 

The Los Medanos Community Healthcare District 
(LMCHD) has awarded summer grants to 10 local 
agencies to help accomplish health-related goals that 
include reducing childhood obesity and promoting vitality 
in East County areas served by the district  
 

The district, which is funded by a 1 percent property tax, 
distributes community grants to support health and 
wellness programs that serve residents of Pittsburg, Bay 
Point: Clyde, Clayton and unincorporated Antioch. 
 

The grant recipients include All Star Cheer Reaction, 
Sports & Fitness for Kids, City of Pittsburg, Souljahs, 
APT Sports, and adult education services provided 
through the Pittsburg Unified School District.  
 

"The Healthcare District's mission is to cultivate a 
community in which good health may flourish for all 
District residents. Our community and its residents rely 
on us to uphold this mission through diverse programs 
and resources," Bobbi Palmer, the district's chief 
executive officer said in a statement. 
 

Contra Costa Water District Honored 
for Safety  
 

Employee safety is a top priority for the Contra Costa 
Water District. So it's no surprise the District's safety 
efforts were recognized last fall when it received the 
2012 Larry C. Larson Safety Award from the California-
Nevada Section of the American Water Works 
Association.  
 

In June 2013, those same efforts won the Association's 
national Wendell LaDue Utility Safety Award. These 
distinguished awards honor utilities that have made 
employee health and safety a main priority. 
 

 
CCWD Board of Directors Left to right; Lisa Borba, Karl Wandry, 
Joe Campbell, John Burgh, Bette Boatmun 

 

Sherry Sterrett, Pleasant 
Hill Recreation & Park 
District was elected to 
another 3 year term as 
Director for the California 
Special Districts 
Association. 
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Measure WW Bonds to be used for 
Ambrose Park Pool 
 

Improvements are in store for the long-neglected 
Ambrose Park pool. The board authorized interim 
general manager John De Lorenzo to take the initial 
steps needed so that the existing pool and buildings can 
be repaired with available Measure WW funds.  
 

"We've heard you loud and clear -- the pool needs to be 
reopened," Steve Hoagland, chairman of the park 
district's board of directors, said on how best to spend 
available funds on improvements to Ambrose Park.   
Building a children's pool fell through last year because 
bids were too high.  The lowest construction bid came in 
$700,000 higher than available funding. 
 

Now the old lap pool, which was closed in 2009 for 
safety reasons, will be repaired and reopened under this 
new plan. "For the community, I believe a big pool is a 
lot better, because that's what Bay Point is known for," 
said Victor Ramirez, who like many locals swam in the 
pool as children. 
 

While many details need to be worked out, the plan 
envisions dividing the 33-yard-long pool with a wall to 
create a 25-yard deep-water pool for lap swimming, with 
an 8-yard-long shallow pool to be used by young kids, 
seniors and for children's swimming lesson. 
 

There is about $1.5 million in funds available that could 
be used for the pool project. About $1.1 million is 
expected to come from East Bay Regional Park District's 
Measure WW, a voter-approved bond measure. 
 

De Lorenzo pointed out that revenues sources such as 
swimming lessons will have to be developed to help pay 
for the costs of operating the reopened pool, which in a 
best-case scenario could be open by the summer of 
2014. "The pool is not going to pay for itself," he said. 
But, De Lorenzo said it "is going to generate a source 
and sense of community pride." 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

East Bay Regional Park District 
Purchases Roddy Ranch Property  
 

1,885 acres of open space known as “Roddy Ranch” in 
Eastern Contra Costa County, a key piece in the 
District’s plan for the development of a new regional park 
in Deer Valle has been acquired.  The property is 
located along Deer Valley Road in the City of Antioch 
and in the adjacent unincorporated area of Contra Costa 
County to the south of the city. 
 

“This acquisition is extremely important to the creation of 
Deer Valley Regional Park.  Today is a great day for 
East County residents who will get a future regional park 
in their backyard,” said Robert Doyle, General Manager.   
 

Envisioned along with the new park is a regional trail that 
would connect Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve 
to Round Valley Regional Preserve.   
 

“The property is a beautiful, picturesque level valley 
flanked by prominent ridgelines on both sides.  It will 
offer a great opportunity for the public to experience 
nature and see wildlife at its best,” General Manager 
Doyle added. 
 

Not included in the Park District’s purchase but within 
the acquisition’s property boundary are the 230 acre 
Roddy Ranch Golf Course and four other parcels of 280 
acres total that are owned by either the Roddy Family or 
McCauley Investments. 
 

“The Roddy Family are prominent and long-time 
ranchers with a vision to see this property enjoyed by 
future generations rather than be developed,” added 
Doyle.  “We can’t thank them enough for their 
partnership.” 
 

The Park District will enter into an option to purchase the 
acreage for $14.2 million which is the appraised fair 
market value.  Up to 90% of the purchase price will be 
funded in partnership by the East Contra Costa County 
Habitat Conservancy with grants from the California 
Wildlife Conservation Board and a private foundation.  
East Bay Regional Park District Measure WW land 
acquisition and capital funding, approved by voters in 
2008, will pay for the balance. 
 

Because of the site’s important biological resources the 
Park District plans to place the new acreage into land 
bank status until a Land Use Plan can be completed for 
Deer Valley Regional Park. 

 
 

Tentative program for January 24, 2014 
meeting to include a Central San Tour! 

 
The program for January meeting will also include 
a tour of Central San Facilities. It will be imperative 
that we have an accurate head count for the tour 
by January 2nd, 2014. 
 
Be sure to look at your email boxes in late 
December for the meeting agenda and RSVP. 
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State Recognition for Local Resource 
Recovery Agency 
 

Delta Diablo Sanitation District (DDSD) is proud to 
announce that they have been selected by the California 
Water Environment Association (CWEA) as California’s 
Mid-Size Treatment Plant of the Year for calendar year 
2012. It is the second time Delta Diablo has received this 
award within the past five years which is unprecedented.   
 

 
Left-to-Right   Nancy Parent, Mayor of Pittsburg & DDSD Board 
Member, Wade Harper, Mayor of Antioch & DDSD Board Member, 
Steve Dominguez, DDSD Plant Manager, Federal Glover, District V 
Supervisor & DDSD Board Member, Gary Darling, DDSD General 
Manager, and Dennis Laniohan, DDSD Operations Services 
Manager. 
 

This year’s selection was extremely competitive due to 
the seven other Publicly Owned Treatment Works 
competitors which were very qualified for the award in 
the Mid-Size Treatment Plant category. 

 
Recognizing operational and organizational excellence 
in the wastewater industry, this award also 
acknowledges the District’s leadership in spearheading 
regional resource recovery initiatives. DDSD is the lead 
agency for the Bay Area Biosolids to Energy coalition, 
representing 19 public agencies and recipient of $1M 
California Energy Commission funding, looking to 
maximize the energy available from Bay Area biosolids 
while minimizing Green House Gases. 
 

Wade Harper, DDSD Board of Director’s Chair, 
confirmed “We are extremely proud to receive this award 
again and believe it reflects the District’s commitment to 
transforming a traditional local wastewater agency into a 
modern resource recovery facility which benefits our 
customers, safeguards the environment, protects public 
health, and supports regional economic development.” 

The Pittsburg Chamber of Commerce’s Special 
Recognition Award recognizes the District’s commitment 
to Pittsburg through its wastewater resource recovery 
services and ongoing involvement in the Pittsburg 
community programs. Congratulations Delta Diablo! 
 

 
 

Biosolids for Energy Research 
Project  
 

Researchers from Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory and Miami-based Chemergy Inc. will start 
studying a technology that converts biosolids, or 
remaining byproduct from wastewater treatment, into 
hydrogen gas to produce electricity. 
 

The $1.75 million public-private research project, which 
officials say is the first of its kind in the nation, will begin 
next month at Delta Diablo Sanitation District's facility in 
Antioch. The trial is funded by Chemergy and a grant 
from the California Energy Commission. 
 

In about a year, it is anticipated Delta Diablo will be 
processing one ton of biosolid material each day and 
producing up to 30 kilowatts of electricity, Lawrence 
Livermore chemist Bob Glass said.  
 

"If it works well, it could be the go-to solution for many 
wastewater agencies across the nation and the world," 
said Gary Darling, Delta Diablo's general manager.  
Historically, biosolids have been used for fertilizer or 
agricultural land or to cover landfills.  

 
Converting biosolids to energy has long been a goal of 
the Bay Area Biosolids to Energy coalition, which 
consists of 19 Bay Area public agencies responsible for 
wastewater treatment. The group has been soliciting 
ideas for converting the biosolids into energy, seeing the 
Bay Area has a potential incubator for ideas. 
 

"We want to use this as a model to encourage the 
widespread use of biosolids for energy production," he 
said. "It's a great opportunity for Lawrence Livermore to 
work with local industry." 
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CCSDA Newsletter & Chapter Email 
Distribution List 

  
 

If you haven't received your newsletter lately or know of 
someone who did not receive one, you now have the 
opportunity to change that! 
 

Has your personal email changed?  Please notify Stan 
Caldwell by email at stan_caldwell@comcast.net . 
 

DON'T BE LEFT IN THE DARK about what’s happening 
at the local level, get your email on the chapter email list. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CSDA William Hollingsworth Award 
of Excellence  
 
Mr. Hollingsworth was one of the "founding fathers" of 
California Special Districts Association (CSDA) and was 
one of the foremost advocates for special districts in the 
Capitol in the 1970s. Special districts and CSDA would 
not be what it is today were it not for Mr. Hollingsworth. 
 
In his honor, CSDA recognizes an individual who 
exemplifies what it means to go above and beyond the 
call of duty and advocate extensively both for CSDA and 
special districts. The William Hollingsworth Award of 
Excellence is not open for nominations by the 
membership, but is selected by the CSDA Board of 
Directors. 
 

   
 

The Hollingsworth Award is awarded to the individual(s) 
who has been vigilant in his or her championing for 
special districts.  This year’s recipient was Contra Costa 
Special Districts Association Chair Bette Boatmun of the 
Contra Costa Water District. 
 
As dedicated public servant, Bette has served with 
distinction on the Contra Costa Water District Board, and 
the Contra Costa Chapter of California Special Districts 
(CCSDA).  Bette is the rare impartial and unbiased 
public official.  She has a well-deserved reputation for 
being thoughtful, measured and well-read on issues of 
importance to the State of California, the Contra Costa 
County Special Districts Chapter, California Special 
Districts Association (CSDA), and the local communities 
of Contra Costa County. 
 
Bette has been the chairperson for the Contra Costa 
Chapter Special Districts Association since 1997.  As the 
current chair of Contra Costa Special Districts 
Association she says “We started small and local, 
exactly following the premise that all politics is local, and 
after successfully defending our revenue, the association 
grew in size and influence. Today there is ample 
recognition that special districts are indeed the third leg 
of local government.”    
 
 
 
 

Your email address is the  quickest 
way to receive important notifications 
and quarterly newsletters from the 
Contra Costa Special Districts 
Association.  

Contra Costa Special Districts 
Association 

 

Important Meeting 
10:00 AM January 27, 2014 

 

This will be our annual business meeting, 
including the election of officers.  
 

Please let the nominating committee (to be 
appointed and announced at the October 
meeting) know if you are interested in serving on 
the chapter’s executive committee, becoming an 
officer of our Chapter.  
 

The officers of the Chapter are an elected 
President, an elected Vice-President, and an 
elected Member-At-Large. The treasurer is an 
appointed position. 
 

Reminder: 
 

Any member district that has not paid their 
annual dues shall not be in good standing and 
shall not be entitled to vote on matters before the 
Chapter. 
 

Each regular member district shall be entitled to 
one (1) vote on all matters brought before the 
Chapter membership.   
 

The governing body of each regular member 
district shall designate, in writing, to the Chapter 
Secretary ( Suzette Crayton ), one representative 
who shall exercise the district’s right to vote, and 
one alternate who shall have the right to vote in 
the absence of the assigned voting 
representative.   
 

Please be sure to provide an update if there are 
any changes before the January meeting. 
 
 

CSDA President 
Stanley Caldwell 
presented the 
Hollingsworth award on 
behalf of the CSDA 
Board of Directors to 
Bette Boatmun at the 
CSDA 2013 Annual 
Conference Luncheon  
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Bay Area Clean Water Agencies 
New Executive Director 
 

David Williams President Pro Tem of Central Contra 
Costa Sanitary District’s Board of Directors has been 
selected from numerous outstanding candidates to be 
the Bay Area Clean Water Agencies (BACWA) new 
Executive Director.    

 

 
 

Mr. Williams is a well-respected, long standing member 
of the clean water community and has provided more 
than a decade of service to BACWA as an Executive 
Board member and alternate.  
 

As the Director of Wastewater at East Bay Municipal 
Utility District he has managed a staff of approximately 
300 professionals and technicians and has been 
responsible for operation and maintenance of the entire 
wastewater system. Mr. Williams has over 35 years of 
industry experience which includes working as a 
consulting engineer and serving the last 25 years in the 
public sector. 
 

He is active in local, regional, state, and national 
professional organizations and sits as a Board member 
of the National Association of Clean Water Agencies 
(NACWA), the California Association of Sanitation 
Agencies (CASA), and the San Francisco Aquatic 
Science Center.   He earned his BS in civil engineering 
and MS in sanitary engineering at Purdue University and 
has an MBA from University of California, Berkeley. 
 

DSRSD Celebrates Central Dublin 
Recycled Water Project  
 
Dublin San Ramon Services District (DSRSD) 
celebrated its Central Dublin Recycled Water Project by 
turning on the new purple sprinklers at a city park 
retrofitted to use recycled water. The project extended 
recycled water pipelines by 1.5 miles and retrofitted 
irrigation systems at parks and schools in Dublin’s oldest 
neighborhoods.  
 
“Water recycling plays the leading role in the water 
conservation story in Dublin and San Ramon,” said 
DSRSD Assistant General Manager and District 
Engineer David Requa. “Nearly 20 percent of all the 
water used in the District in the last year was recycled, 
and that number will only go up as we complete more 

retrofits like the Central Dublin Project. Because our 
community has embraced recycled water, we are 
already meeting the state’s 2020 goal to reduce potable 
water use by 20 percent per person.” 
 
More than 70 people came to the event, representing the 
employees, partner agencies, and contractors involved 
in the project.  Dublin’s mayor, two City Council 
members, city manager, and parks staff attended, as 
well as the Dublin Unified School District superintendent 
and several of his staff.  Joan Buchanan Dublin’s State 
Assembly member, and Dublin’s  U.S. Congressional 
Representative, Eric Swalwell, sent staff representatives 
to acknowledge the benefits of water recycling to the 
community. 
 
Representatives of the California Department of Water 
Resources, US Bureau of Reclamation, and Zone 7 
Water Agency also attended and were recognized for 
providing project funding. Grants paid about 25 percent 
of the project’s $3.9 million cost. Delta Diablo Sanitation 
District represented the Western Recycled Water 
Coalition, which was involved in obtaining project 
funding. 
 

 
 
KGO Radio Reporter Leslie Brinkley interviews DSRSD 
Assistant General Manager and District Engineer Dave 
Requa about the benefits of retrofitting parks and schools 
to irrigating with recycled water, at the event celebrating 
the Central Dublin Recycled Water Project on July 29, 
2013. 
 
State, federal and local grants were obtained to fund the 
Central Dublin Recycled Water Project. The event took 
place at Kolb Park in Dublin, one of the sites retrofitted 
to use recycled water for irrigation. 
 

Central San Accounting Team Wins 
13th Excellence Award 
 
Central Contra Costa Sanitary District has been awarded 
its 13th consecutive  Certificate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting from the Government 
Finance Officers Association of the U.S. and Canada!  
This is the highest form of recognition in the area of 
governmental accounting and financial reporting. 
 



Newsletter   8 

Special District Leadership 
Foundation Scholarships 
 
Are you or others at your district unable to attend CSDA 
professional development events and programs due to 
limited budgets? The Special District Leadership 
Foundation (SDLF), an independent, non-profit501c3, 
formed to promote good governance and best practices 
among California’s special districts, has created the new 
2013 Educational Allowance Fund to provide up to 
$20,000 in scholarships to individuals in special districts 
with annual operating budgets of under $5 million. 
Scholarship funds are limited to a maximum of $1,500 
per district. 
 
Applicants must submit a scholarship application along 
with a brief description of why they believe it would be 
beneficial to receive the scholarship and any additional 
special circumstances or items for consideration by the 
scholarship committee. Priority will be given to first-time 
attendees at specific events and programs.  
 
The funds do not cover any travel, meals or lodging. 
Educational Allowance Funds can only be used for the 
fees associated with qualifying CSDA and SDLF events 
and programs. 

 

For more information: www.sdlf.org or call Charlotte 
Lowe, 916-231-2939. 
 

Update on West Nile Virus 
 
Continuing to find dead birds is a reminder of disease 
threat for the West Nile virus, which is still active in 
Contra Costa County with high infection rates also being 
found in neighboring counties according to the Contra 
Costa Mosquito & Vector Control District. 
 
"Dead birds testing positive for West Nile virus indicates 
that virus is still active in the area," said Deborah Bass, 
public affairs manager for the District.  "Several nearby 
counties have high infection rates at this time. Clearly it's 
a reminder to stay diligent in the war on mosquitoes by 
dumping out standing water and wearing mosquito 
repellent from dusk and into the evening." 
 
Since 2005, 44 people in Contra Costa County have 
been diagnosed with West Nile virus. In 2006, two 
people died from the disease. Recent studies have 
shown that the majority of cases are not diagnosed and 
grossly under reported. For 2013, a total of 12 groups of 
mosquitoes, 62 dead birds and five chickens have tested 
positive for the virus.   
 

 

Reflections on the CSDA General 
Manager Leadership Summit 
 
Bobbi Palmer, CEO of Los Medanos Community 
Healthcare District had the opportunity to attend the 
CSDA General Manager Leadership Summit in July on a 
scholarship.  Bobbi learned about the SDLF Scholarship 
program while attending CSDA's Legislative Day in 
Sacramento where it was announced there were grants 
available to attend General Manager Leadership Summit 
through the Special Districts Leadership Foundation 
(SDLF) and a grant from Wells Fargo.  Bobbi indicated 
to qualify for a grant it was a very simple process; she 
filled out an application that was straightforward and 
quick. 
 
When asked about a highlight of the conference she said 
she found the workshop entitled, "Effective use of Social 
Media for Special Districts", quite helpful.  She was able 
to utilize the information once she returned back from 
the conference to start thinking about the effectiveness 
of creating a Blog.  
 
One of her favorite speakers was Martin Rauch. His 
presentation on “How to Build and Maintain Community 
Support” really inspired her as a CEO to view how she 
communicates in a slightly different way. The piece 
about how best to identify your stakeholders as well as 
building coalitions and support hit home.  Bobbi said 
“Our district is in the process of expanding our 
stakeholder base and this valuable information was 
"spot on." I used the information to create a need for 
conducting an environmental scan as part of my 2014 
Management Plan”. 
 
When asked what do you think makes the GM 
Leadership Summit different from other events? She 
responded “The vast and divergent special districts 
represented provided me with a wealth of information. 
Los Medanos Community Healthcare District is a 
healthcare focused organization. To hear what my 
colleagues contributed to the conversation whether 
sanitary or water gave me a different perspective of core 
services. I truly enjoyed interacting with other special 
district leaders”. 
 

 
 

 

When asked would you attend 
again? The response was 
“Absolutely! I feel I've gained 
more friends and look forward to 
the next General Manager 
Leadership Summit”. 
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Pollution Prevention Billboard  
 
Mt. View Sanitary District (MVSD) and Central Contra 
Costa Sanitary District have teamed up to sponsor a 
pollution prevention billboard.  The billboard could be 
seen going northbound on 680 freeway just prior to 
Marina Vista exit. 
 

 
 
Pollution Prevention Week is the third full week in 
September each year. This time is an opportunity for 
individuals, businesses, and government to emphasize 
and highlight their pollution prevention.   
  
Exploring innovative means for public outreach, MVSD 
has leveraged its highly visible geographic location and 
negotiated with ClearChannel for the annual use of the 
billboard as part of the contract to install billboards on 
MVSD’s plant site. This public-private partnership 
enabled MVSD to expand its public outreach beyond its 
service area at no additional cost and to partner with 
other agencies about pollution prevention (P2) efforts. 
 
Each Spring MVSD puts up a billboard in May during 
American Wetlands Month the spring 2013 billboard is 
shown below. 
 

 
 

                     
 

If you print this please recycle later! 
 
 

Pleasant Hill Parks & Recreation 
Bond Project Updates 
 
The Community Center is progressing well.  Bob 
Berggren says “The new Community Center is very 
exciting…I just toured it the other day it’s going to be a 
fantastic facility!  If all goes well it should be completed 
in late December, with the grand opening in January of 
2014”. 

 
 

 
 
Pleasant Oaks Park work is also progressing well. 
 

 
 
Photo progress of the new Community Center and 
Pleasant Oaks Park projects can be seen as weekly 
updates on the districts website under the tab Bond Info 
> Construction Updates. 
 
District Website http://pleasanthillrec.com/   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you Central Contra Costa Sanitary 
District (CCCSD) for continuing to host the 
Contra Costa Special Districts Association 
(CCSDA) and agreeing to provide 
administrative service and support to 
CCSDA.  

   
We greatly appreciate the work and 
services that Central San provides. 
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Mark your calendars with our future Chapter Meeting Dates: 
 

October 21, 2013 * January 27, 2014 * April 21, 2014 * July 21 2014 * October 20, 2014 
 

Meetings begin at 10:00 AM – we are out by Noon 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We meet at Central Contra Costa Sanitary District, 5019 Imhoff Place, Martinez, CA. 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Contra Costa Special Districts Association  
 

C/o Central Contra Costa Sanitary District 
5019 Imhoff Place 

Martinez, CA  94553 
 

Central Contra Costa Sanitary District contact Suzette Crayton Email:   scrayton@centralsan.org  
 

Bette Boatmun, Chair - Email: bboatmun@yahoo.com    Mark Cornelius, Vice Chair - Email: mark@markcorneliuslaw.com 
 

Member at Large Stanley Caldwell & Newsletter Editor Email: stan_caldwell@comcast.net 
 
 

California Special Districts Association – 1112 “I” Street, Suite 200, Sacramento, CA 95814   877.924.2732 
 

www.csda.net/contra-costa-special-districts-association 

Please send your district news releases to Stan Caldwell to 
keep us informed about all of the exciting things your special 
district is up to.  We always welcome your news 
contributions to our newsletter!  
 

Newsletter Editor Email: stan_caldwell@comcast.net 


