Is your district website in
compliance with the new Law?

Beginning January 1, 2015, a new law took effect that
will require a local agency that maintains a website to
update their website as follows: Provide a link to the
State Controller’'s Officer public officials compensation
online database (publicpay.ca.gov); or Post the
financial compensation data for the local agency’s
officials, as reported to the State Controller's Office, on
the local agency website.

The new requirements were created by Assembly Bill
2040 (Garcia) and apply to special districts, cities, and
counties. CSDA opposed earlier versions of the bill that
would have required each local agency to create
individual online databases, updated continuously, that
included salary, benefits, and reimbursement
information for elected officials, staff, and consultants.

California Special Districts
Association Public Affairs Field
Coordinator

The Public Affairs Field Coordinator serves as CSDA’s
local liaison to special districts, key decision makers,
the press and the public-at-large, providing a strategic
link between CSDA's activities in the State Capitol and
the local region/network.

Dane Walde introduced
himself to the chapter at the
April chapter meeting.

He provided the Legislative
report. Dane is the Public
Affairs Field Coordinator for
the Northern California
Region of CSDA.

The Public Affairs Field Coordinator reports to the
Advocacy & Public Affairs Director
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Los Medanos Community Healthcare
District Recognized for Tobacco
Prevention

Los Medanos Community Healthcare District was
awarded Outstanding Contribution to  Tobacco
Prevention in Contra Costa at the 30 Year Celebration of
the Contra Costa Tobacco Prevention Coalition held in
Pleasant Hill, California on January 26, 2015.

More than a dozen nonprofits, businesses, community
groups, educators, and individuals were recognized and
honored for their efforts towards tobacco prevention. The
celebration concluded with a video presentation that
highlighted 30 Years of Tobacco Prevention in Contra
County from 1984 — present day. The video emphasized
rallies, campaigns, council meetings, and adoption of
ordinances and laws against smoking and secondhand
smoke.

The award celebration recognized cities that adopted
policies in the last 5 years and honored hardworking
community members and organizations that advocated
for stronger tobacco control policies in the County over
the last 5 years.

CSDA Annual Conference & Exhibitor
Showcase 9/21/2015 - 9/24/2015

The CSDA Annual Conference & Exhibitor Showcase is
the one conference special district Leaders can't afford
to miss! It is the most densely packed educational and
networking experience available to special districts.
Come together with other special district leaders from
across the state to meet with industry suppliers, hear
from the best in special district-specific topics with over
thirty breakout session options, network with your peers
and more at the leadership conference for special
districts. The conference will be in Monterey at the:
Marriott Monterey

350 Calle Principal

Monterey, CA 93940
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CSDA Webinars

CSDA has a variety of webinars full of information for
board members and staff, $69 for CSDA members, $99  for
non-members .

Webinar: Harassment Prevention Training - AB
1825 Presenter: Williams & Sorensen LLP Receive
your AB 1825 compliance training for special districts
with this webinar. AB 1825 makes sexual harassment
prevention training mandatory for supervisory
employees of special districts and other organizations.
This legislation requires employers to ensure that all
managers/supervisory employees receive at least two
hours of sexual harassment prevention training every
two years. 10:00 am - 12:00 pm on 6/10/2015

Webinar: Managing Personal Device Use: Data
Theft, Hacking Today agencies are faced with
employees increasingly using their personal technology
for work purposes. This can create serious problems
when Public Records Act requests require these
devices to be searched. Additionally, there is an
increased security risk from data theft, hacking and
virus infiltration. These issues can be disastrous and
costly. Proper policies must be in place to assist the
agency in dealing with allegations that staff, or others
have used technology to hack the network, view
pornography, engage in harassment, or otherwise act
inappropriately. This session will provide an overview of
various issues that impact technology use for public
agencies, such as privacy rights, search and seizure,
first amendment rights, e-discovery, open meetings
laws and public records requirements. Participants will
learn legal requirements and best practices for
responding to these technology related issues. 10:00
am - 12:00 pm on 6/18/2015

Webinar: Legislative Round-Up  Presenters: CSDA
Advocacy & Public Affairs Department. Each year the
State Legislature introduces thousands of bills;
hundreds have potentially serious implications for
special districts. Hear from CSDA's advocacy team
about the most significant bills and how they will impact
your ability to deliver core services, maintain and build
infrastructure, raise and protect revenue sources,
manage personnel and more. Ask your questions
directly to CSDA's lobbyists walking the Capitol halls
and learn how your district can join the advocacy effort.
10:00 am - 12:30 pm on 7/30/2015 Free to CSDA
Members

Webinar: Maximize Your CSDA Membership -
Website Resources Presenter: CSDA Member
Services As a CSDA member, you have an array of
resources at your fingertips. From sample policies to
job postings to downloadable publications and more,
you can find it on the CSDA website. This demo will
take you step by step through all the online resources
we have to offer. 10:00 am - 11:00 am on 8/6/2015
There is no fee for this webinar

Webinar: Board Member & District Liability Issues
Presenter. Dennis Timoney, Special District Risk
Management Authority Having a complete
understanding of the potential liability issues in your
district can prevent problems in the future and even
assist with efficiency and communication protocols. This
webinar is a discussion of the legal role of the Board in
the management and operation of a public agency and
the role of individual Board members acting within the
course and scope of their official duties. 10:00 - 11:30
a.m. on 8/12/2015

Webinar: Understanding the Brown Act: Beyond the
Basics Presenter: Thomas Jexl, Burke Williams &
Sorenson Agency staff and officials familiar with the
Brown Act recognize that while the principle of open
meetings initially seems simple, the application of the
law can prove to be quite complex. This webinar
provides advanced training for California's open meeting
law. This interactive session will cover some of the more
complex aspects of the Brown Act: from serial meetings,
to open and closed session agenda and reporting out
requirements, to teleconferencing, email and social
media considerations. Participants will work through
hypotheticals to apply their knowledge of the Ilaw.
Common mistakes made under the Brown Act and
practical tips to avoid violations will also be covered.
10:00 am - 12:00 pm on 8/20/2015

Webinar: The Power of Alliance Presenter: CSDA
Member Services Have you heard about the California
Special District Alliance? This partnership between
CSDA, the CSDA Finance Corporation and SDRMA
provides the services and resources you need to run
your agency effectively and efficiently. Learn more about
the risk management services, financing options and
other exclusive benefits available to CSDA members
through the Alliance partners. 10:00 am - 11:00 am on
10/2/2015 There is no fee for this webinar

Webinar: Best Practices-Managing Special District
Investments Presenters: Lyle Defenbaugh, Wells
Capital Management/CalTRUST Special Districts are
challenged with meeting constituents' need to earn
higher yields without taking on excess liquidity risk or
risk to principal preservation. In this difficult rate
environment many investors are choosing to avoid
markets entirely, maintaining significant balances in
deposit accounts. We will discuss cash balance
forecasting, the investment process, how to implement
investment strategies, California Government Code
Section 53601, where professional money managers are
finding value, updates on Agency issuance, and how to
invest in a rising rate environment. 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
on 11/10/2015

Visit CSDA at http://www.csda.net/
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PLEASANT HILL COMMUNITY
CENTER WINS AWARD

Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park District (PHRPD)
Community Center received the 2014 Award of
Excellence for Outstanding Facility by the California
Park & Recreation Society (CPRS). This year marks the
second straight year that the District has garnered an
award for facility excellence by CPRS. The new Senior
Center won the same award for 2013. The CPRS’s
Awards  Program recognizes the outstanding
achievements of agencies and individuals on a
statewide level in the areas of community
improvements and programming, facility design and
park planning, marketing and communications and
professional and citizen leadership.

“After the long journey to make our new Community
Center a reality, receiving the CPRS awards is the
frosting on the cake,” said Bob Berggren, General
Manager, PHRPD. “This award is much more than
recognition of an excellent building design. It represents
the culmination of incredible collaboration efforts
between our District Board of Directors, our dedicated
staff, the Dahlin Architecture Group, DL Falk
Construction and the entire Pleasant Hill community.”

Following the passage of Measure E in 2009, The
PHRPD, in collaboration with community partners, met
the challenge to fund and construct a new elegant and
highly functional Community Center. Upon its
completion in January 2014, the new Community
Center continued the legacy of its predecessor by
providing a central place for the community to come
together, socialize and engage in enrichment programs,
recreational activities and special events.

Henry Perezalonso, CPRS
Region 1 Representative
formally presenting the
CPRS state award to Sandra
Bonato, Board Chair at the
March 26th Board of Director
meeting.

The CPRS Outstanding Facility award recognizes
excellence in design of completed aquatic, recreation
and/or cultural facilities intended for public use. The
project may be either new construction or a
rehabilitation project that demonstrates high standards
of planning, design, community involvement, operation
and maintenance, quality of aesthetics, usability, and
accessibility and versatility. The award recognizes
design and construction or significant rehabilitation of
buildings, structures and facilities used primarily to
support park and recreation purposes.

CSDA and Other Local Government
Associations Partner with Institute
for Local Government

The Institute for Local Government (ILG) is the research
and education affiliate of the California Special Districts
Association, the League of California Cities and the
California State Association of Counties.

ILG is a non-profit dedicated to promoting good
government at the local level. Its program areas include:
collaboration and partnerships, ethics and transparency,
local government basics, public engagement and
sustainable communities.

ILG supports California’s local governments as they
work to establish and implement good governance
policies and practices to better serve their communities.
We conduct research and provide education through
technical assistance, trainings, webinars and online and
print resources in an effort to: foster ethical, transparent
local governments; create active and engaged
communities; and ensure elected officials have the tools
they need to make informed, ethical decisions.

2015 marks ILG’s 60th anniversary. The new partnership
with CSDA and ILG is one great way to mark this
milestone and continue supporting all of California’s local
governments.

Urban Farm Kickoff Event in Martinez

Non-profit AgLantis (510c-3) celebrated a free urban
farm kickoff party on Friday, May 8, 2015. The farm is on
Central Contra Costa Sanitary District land directly
across from 5501 Imhoff Drive, Martinez, (the farm does
not have its own street address yet). Congressman Mark
DeSaulnier and Assemblywoman Susan Bonilla
supporters of this urban farm for many years attended
the event to discuss the drought and recycled water
along with other local elected leaders. Bethallyn Black,
the farm’s organic farmer, Master Gardeners,
Beekeepers, and local farmers attended the event.

Many Contra Costa County gardeners, farmers, and
residents gathered to learn about this sustainable urban
farm and high tech greenhouse that will be created on
14.8 acres of Central San buffer land, using recycled
water.

m— T T Y X
¥ CoCo San Sustainable Farm
_ gAgLantis (501c-3)

= 925-253-9500
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Send Photos from Your District to
CSDA!

The California Special Districts Association (CSDA)
would like to highlight photos from our districts in the
California Special District magazine! Send them
interesting photos of your district sites and facilities,
from events you have held, or of activities in which you
take part. Any photos that make your district stand out -
they want!

Send your digital photos to Nicole Dunn, email:
(nicoled@csda.net) editor and you could see them in
an upcoming issue of California Special District!

California Special Districts
Association District NetWorks FAQ

What is District NetWorks?

District NetWorks is an initiative designed by local
special district leaders to connect special districts
across California.

The heart of District NetWorks consists of district
leaders inspiring and catalyzing action and
collaboration in their own communities. District
NetWorks helps special districts across the state
connect and take action on local and statewide issues.

Why is it important?

District NetWorks facilitates several strategic goals.
First, it maximizes CSDA’s advocacy and outreach
potential. Second, it increases CSDA’s member and
non-member outreach. Third, it helps promote public
awareness of special districts and provide unified
messaging.

How does it work?

CSDA's Board of Directors is elected from six networks
or regions within California. Each network is
represented by three delegates (CSDA Board
Members). Each delegate is assigned his/her own
service area within his/her network. The goal of District
NetWorks is to facilitate direct, peer-to-peer contact.
With personal knowledge of local issues and
challenges, each delegate can help deliver CSDA
information and resources, such as membership

services, professional development opportunities and
crucial advocacy information.

What are the benefits?

There are two levels of benefits of District NetWorks.
There are direct, short-term benefits and long-term
benefits. The immediate benefits include:

» Direct contact with local special districts;
» Knowledge of local issues;

* Peer-to-peer collaboration;

+ Grassroots action on statewide issues;

« Effective delivery of CSDA resources;

* Unified special district voice.

The long-term benefits include:

» Greater influence over key policy issues;

» Growth in CSDA membership;

* Increased public awareness of special districts.
When did District NetWorks debut?

District NetWorks debuted in April 2014. We encourage
you to get to know your delegate better and keep him or
her updated on local opportunities to connect.

What do network delegates do?

A network delegate serves as CSDA's local liaison to
special districts, key decision-makers, and the public-at-
large, providing a strategic link between CSDA's
activities in the State Capitol and their local area. It's not
always easy for network representatives to get to
Sacramento or to facilitate effective communication from
their agency to the Capitol. The network delegate can
help make sure districts are up-to-date on key issues
and ensure each agency'’s voice is heard.

CCSDA Elects Two New Officers

At the April 20th chapter meeting Stanley Caldwell was
elected to fill the vacancy of Vice President, and Mike
McGill was elected to the Member at Large position.
They will serve until the annual election of officers in
January 2016.

CCSDA Dues

Dues invoices will be sent out soon to those districts that
have not prepaid their dues for 2015-2016. For those of
you that have paid your dues for Fiscal Year 2015-2016
thank you. If you have not please watch your mailboxes
for the dues invoice.
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Associate Member - Bold, Polisner,
Maddow, Nelson & Judson

Bold, Polisner, Maddow, Nelson & Judson is a
professional law firm that specializes in representing
public agencies.

The firm provides counseling on public finance and
conflict of interest matters, as well as providing advice
on water and environmental matters to public and
private clients alike.

The firm also maintains a general civil practice,
representing a wide variety of individuals and business
entities in transactional and litigation matters. The firm
also provides comprehensive estate planning services,
including probate and trust litigation.

Bold, Polisner, Maddow, Nelson & Judson
500 Ygnacio Valley Road, Suite 325
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

Office Tel: (925) 933-7777

Associate Member - Central Contra
Costa Solid Waste Authority dba
RecycleSmart

The Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority dba
Recycle Smart is dedicated to developing and
delivering high quality, cost effective solid waste
reduction, recycling, and refuse programs that provide
and promote sustainability in our communities. Recycle
Smart provides solid waste services for Central Contra
Costa County residents and businesses. Recycle
Smart has contracted with Republic Services for the
collection, transfer and disposal of residential and
commercial garbage, recycling and organics and Mt.
Diablo Recycling for the processing of residential and
commercial recyclable materials. Recycle Smart
services 64,000 homes per week with a population
base of approximately 200,000 and recycled 63% of the
communities waste away from the landfill.

oy
Recycle
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Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority
Recycle Smart

1850 Mt Diablo Blvd # 320,

Walnut Creek, CA 94596

(925) 906-1801
http://www.recyclesmart.org/

East Contra Costa Resource
Recovery Hosts Japanese Clean
Energy Delegation

Delta Diablo Sanitation District was proud to host a
delegation of 10 business and government
representatives from Japan on April 8, 2015. Travelling
around the United States under the auspices of the U.S.
Department of State International Visitor Leadership
Program, discussions centered on the collaborative
efforts between local governments to generate reliable,
renewable, and sustainable energy.

The objective of the delegation’s visit to the San
Francisco Bay Area was to engage on clean energy at
the local level by bringing forward looking and influential
prefectural, municipal, private sector, and non-
governmental organization representatives together with
counterparts to see and learn firsthand how local
communities and state governments have implemented
green energy policies.

This help to further the objectives of the Tohoku Green
Communities Alliance established by President Obama
and Prime Minister Noda in 2012. Particular focus of the
meeting with Delta Diablo executives, including Board
Member and Pittsburg Mayor, Pete Longmire, were
discussions on their lead agency role with the Bay Area
Biosolids to Energy Coalition who is spearheading
resource recovery collaboration efforts to convert
biosolids to energy on a regional scale involving 19
public agencies which represent four million residents.

CSDA Bay Area Network Board
Member Appointment

At the April 17, 2015 CSDA board of director's meeting
Shane McAffee was appointed to fill the remainder of the
term for the Bay Area Network CSDA Board Seat A.
The term ends December 31, 2015.

Shane McAffee is the
General Manager for the
Greater Vallejo Recreation
District. He has also served
in other capacities within the
community such as board
member for the Chamber of
Commerce and the Vallejo
Convention and Visitors
Bureau. He is also the
Immediate Past President for
the Vallejo Rotary Club.

i
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Assemblyman Katcho Achadjian
Honored as Legislator of the Year by
the California special districts

CSDA named Assemblymember Katcho Achadjian its
Legislator of the Year and President Steve Perez
presented him with the award at CSDA Legislative
Days May 20, 2015.

Assembly Member
Achadjian has clearly
demonstrated his
knowledge and
respect of the special
district governance

Katcho Achadjian was selected because of his non-
partisan spirit, support of local control, and close work
with the local service specialists responsible for
delivering water, fire protection, parks, healthcare and
other essential services, according to a press release
from the California Special Districts Association
(CSDA).

CSDA and special districts across the state invite state
legislative representatives and the public to get to know
their special district leaders.

July 20, 2015 Chapter Meeting

The San Ramon Fire Protection District will be our
program for July 20th.

The program will show how to use the Automated
External Defibrillator devices that are present in many
public buildings and in many buildings of Special
Districts. These devices are truly remarkable! Their
use increases the success rate of saving lives from
below 10% to over 60%! We’'ll have a demonstration of
the device and how to use it. Each of us will also have
hands-on instruction on how to do compressions for
CPR correctly using a simulation dummy - a truly
audience participation program. I'm sure that each of
us will come out of the meeting better prepared to save
a life, should the opportunity arise.

George H. Schmidt, West County
Wastewater District Board Member

George H. Schmidt, a longtime member and former
president of the West County Wastewater District’s
Board of Directors, died recently from complications due
to cancer.

George Schmidt
Nov. 3, 1929 - May 6, 2015
George served Contra Costa

Special Districts as the
LAFCO Alternate member.

Schmidt, 85, was a retired PG&E executive and had
been a District board member since 1992. He served on
numerous committees through his tenure, and as Board
president, he helped shape the District's current
Strategic Master Plan, which runs through 2017, and the
industry recognized District-wide Master Plan, which
runs through 2034.

“George was an integral part of this organization and his
many contributions over the past 23 years have been
vital to the evolution of the District’'s business operations
and its focus on delivering the best customer service
possible to its diverse communities,” said E.J. Shalaby,
WCWD general manager. “He will be sorely missed.”

A rosary and funeral mass was held on Tuesday, May
12, at St. Joseph Catholic Church, Pinole.

A donation was made on behalf of Director Schmidt to
the Friends of the El Sobrante Library in lieu of flowers
by Contra Costa Special Districts Association.

INDEPENDENT SPECIAL DISTRICT
SELECTION COMMITTEE CONTRA
COSTA COUNTY

On May 8th, LAFCO staff sent out a notice informing
special districts of George’s passing and that LAFCO
staff will conduct an election in conjunction with the July
20, 2015 CCSDA meeting.

Through the LAFCO election process special districts
will be selecting one Special District Member (Alternate
seat) to fill the unexpired term of office on LAFCO to
May 2018

|
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EBRPD Recognized for
Communications Excellence

The California Association of Public Information
Officials (CAPIO) Award of Excellence Winners
Announced in Long Beach at April 15 Awards Gala
During a beautiful evening at the Long Beach Aquarium
of the Pacific, the best of the best in public
communications programs were awarded during the
Awards Gala on Wednesday, April 15.

Each year the statewide organization receives entries in
the categories of communication and marketing
campaigns, newsletter production, new media,
photography, special events, writing, website
development, video production and innovative
programs.

“The CAPIO Excellence in Communications Awards
just gets better and better each year. We had over 140
entries this year and the work was exceptional,” said
Scot Crocker, 2014 -2015 CAPIO Awards Chair. “We
love giving these awards, but even more important, the
real achievement is the work of PIOs and government
communicators who work tirelessly to keep the public
educated, informed and connected.”

The East Bay Regional Park District was recognized
with  an Award of Excellence for Marketing
Communications, for the anniversary campaign, "80
Years of Connecting Parks to People.”

Message from Chair Bette Boatmun

We all are well aware that California is in the fourth year
of drought. Governor Brown has declared a state wide
emergency and has prompted state agencies to issue
mandatory restrictions and conservation for water
goals. Local water agencies in the area have prepared
for drought conditions but must also meet the state
requirements.

The state's mandatory conservation goals include nine
tiers ranging from 4% to 32%.

In Contra Costa County alone there are five tiers. A bit
confusing! Bottom line is we need to conserve water.
We don't know when this drought will end but water
saved now will be available for the future.

It is essential that Special Districts do as much as
possible to save water and to let the public know that
you are doing it.

CONTRA COSTA LAFCO UPDATE

In July, LAFCO will host an Agricultural & Open Space
Preservation Workshop. The purpose of the workshop is
to engage stakeholders in the development of a local
agricultural and open space preservation policy to be
used by LAFCO to help guide its decisions when
considering a proposal that would impact agricultural
and/or open space lands. As part of the workshop, we
will hear from a range of speakers representing
agriculture, open space, homebuilding and economic
development interests. The speaker lineup includes
representatives from the American Farmland Trust,
Brentwood Agriculture Land Trust, East Bay Regional
Park District, Contra Costa County Agricultural
Commissioner, Contra Costa County Department of
Conservation & Development, County Farm Bureau and
farming community, California Rangeland Trust,
Greenbelt Alliance, Save Mt. Diablo, Sierra Club,
Building Industry Association, East Bay Leadership
Council, Contra Costa Economic Partnership, and
Contra Costa Association of Realtors. The workshop will
be held on July 8, 2015 from 1:00 to 5:00 pm at the
Contra Costa County Department of Conservation &
Development Hearing Room - 30 Muir Road, in Martinez

LAFCO recently announced a vacant special district
alternate seat on Contra Costa LAFCO created by the
recent passing of George Schmidt. We are seeking
nominations to fill the unexpired term on LAFCO ending
May 7, 2018. Nominations for the vacancy must be
submitted to the LAFCO office by June 26, 2015. The
election will be held on July 20, 2015, in conjunction with
the Contra Costa Special Districts Association meeting.

LAFCO is currently working on its 2nd round Municipal
Service Review (MSR) covering reclamation districts.
The Public Review Draft report is expected to be
released in July 2015.

In the fall, LAFCO will embark on its 2nd round MSR
EMS/Fire services. A Request for Proposals to assist in
preparing the MSR will be released later this summer.

CCSDA Associate Members

Organizations and businesses that are not independent
special districts can also participate in CCSDA as
Associate Members. Associate Members will receive
invitations to meetings and other CCSDA activities. They
will be featured in the newsletters; and will be listed on
the CCSDA webpage. It will be a great way for them to
stay up-to-date on local governance issues and engage
directly with special districts.
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Send your District News and Please send your district news releases to Stan Caldwell

7

| at stan_caldwell@comcast.net and keep us informed
Press Releases! on all of the exciting things your special district is up to.
We welcome your news contributions to our newsletter.

Mark your calendars with our future Chapter Meeting Dates:

 July 20, 2015 « October 19, 2015 « January 25, 20 16

Meetings begin at 10:00 AM — we are usually out by ~ Noon

We meet at Central Contra Costa Sanitary District,
5019 Imhoff Place, Martinez, CA

) conratcontra costa Directions to Multi-Purpose Room (MPR)

Prolecting Pubiic Heath snd P Bredronmer
S010 imhoif Place, Martinez, TA B553-1350
925} 228-9500
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Multi-Purpose —
Room (MPR)

Contra Costa Special Districts Association
C/o Central Contra Costa Sanitary District
5019 Imhoff Place
Martinez, CA 94553

Central Contra Costa Sanitary District contact Suzette Crayton Email: scrayton@centralsan.org
Bette Boatmun, Chair - Email: bboatmun@yahoo.com

Stanley Caldwell, Vice Chair & Newsletter Editor - Email: stan_caldwell@comcast.net
Member at Large, Michael McGill, - Email: Mcgill@mms-inc.net

Treasurer Bert Michalczyk - Email: michalczyk@dsrsd.com

California Special Districts Association
1112 “I” Street, Suite 200, Sacramento, CA 95814 877.924.2732

www.csda.net/contra-costa-special-districts-associa tion

Newsletter 8



