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Contra Costa Special Districts 
Association 20th Anniversary 
Celebration 
On Monday April 11, 2011 the Contra Costa Special 
Districts Association will be celebrating a truly 
meaningful milestone - our 20th Anniversary. The dinner 
party will convene at the Pleasant Hill Community Center 
at 6:00 p.m.  Chuck Beesley, former General Manager of 
Contra Costa Mosquito and Vector Control District and 
Bob Berggren, General Manager of Pleasant Hill 
Recreation and Park District, founders of the chapter will 
be the Honorary Co-chairs of this event.  
 
Mark Peterson District Attorney for Contra Costa County 
will be our Guest Speaker.  
 
Sherry Sterrett of the Pleasant Hill Recreation and Park 
District has graciously taken on the processing of the 
RSVP’s. The deadline to receive your confirmation is 
April 4th. 

Pleasant Hill Parks and Recreation 
District update 
Progress is being made on the bond projects, plans for 
the new Teen Center and new Senior Center are now 
undergoing city approval. The Community Center on 
Civic Drive will close April 15th for construction of a 
brand new community center which will be completed in 
two years. 

Mark White to retire! 

 
 
Mark has said “I have loved my job, being able to help 
Far East Contra Costa County families in their times of 
need.  And I loved working on the grounds.  If I did not 
love my job, I would not have stayed these 28 years”. 
 
Mark said his decision to step down as manager is due 
in part by the increasing administrative nature of the job.  
He feels circumscribed by the increasing regulations 
from Sacramento.  The laws governing special districts 
have become stricter over the years.  He says the 
increasing bureaucracy is one reason for his departure. 
 
Mark is one of only a handful of the Charter Members of 
Contra Costa Special Districts Association (CCSDA) still 
active in the group.  Mark is proud of the fact that while 
he did not have a lot to do with the group's formation, he 
was there when it started. 
 
Mark has always conducted himself with courtesy to 
both board members and the public, exhibiting a friendly, 
knowledgeable, and cooperative spirit. Contra Costa 
Special Districts Association wants to recognize, 
commend, and thank Mark for his many contributions to 
special districts in Contra Costa County.  
  
Mark's contributions and involvement with CCSDA will 
be missed. The talents, accomplishments, and energy 
that he has brought to CCSDA are numerous and we 
thank him, CCSDA wishes Mark good health, happiness, 
and success in his retirement.  Be sure to wish him a 
fond farewell at our 20th Anniversary Celebration. 
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EBRPD Manager O’Brien Retires 

   
 
Pat O’Brien, the East Bay Regional Park Districts’ 
General Manager since 1988, retired from his post at the 
end of 2010.  

Park district board president Doug Siden said the board, 
which received the news at its August meeting, and 
accepted 70-year-old O'Brien's retirement with regret. 

"Under his outstanding leadership over 22 years, Pat 
has made the East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD) 
the nation's premiere park agency," Siden said in a 
statement.  With more than 104,000 acres total, EBRPD 
is the largest local park and recreation agency in 
the U.S. 

Siden said O'Brien's accomplishments included the 
passage of a $500 million bond measure to fund new 
open space and parkland development in the East Bay, 
and the acquisition of 38,000 acres of new parklands 
that expanded the park district by 33 percent. 

O'Brien has been honored with numerous awards and 
national recognitions, including being named a "Legend 
in the Field" by the American Academy for Park and 
Recreation Administration in 2009. 

"I am very appreciative of the board of directors, our staff 
and the citizens of the East Bay, and the various 
organizations which have partnered with us over time to 
accomplish acquisitions, development, restorations and 
incredible public programs," O'Brien said. 

On November 8, 2010, the East Bay Regional Park 
District Board of Directors announced that Robert E. 
Doyle was selected to become the new general manager 
of the Park District effective January 1, 2011.  

“The choice of Bob Doyle is an excellent selection. Bob’s 
extensive experience in the overall operations of the 
Park District and his experience in governmental and 
legislative affairs render a continuation and 
enhancement of the strong traditions of the general 
managers who have lead this agency,” states retiring 
Manager O’Brien.  

Pat is looking forward to retirement and we wish him 
well, as he will be missed by both Alameda and Contra 
Costa County chapters of Special Districts. 

 

Ironhouse Sanitary District  

 
 
The announcement was made by Tom Williams, general 
manager of the Ironhouse Sanitary District, where Byer 
was the longest-serving trustee in the agency's history. 
 
Having served as board president for decades, and 
promoting the district to residents with the slogan, 
"Think of us when you flush," Byer had served on the 
board for 40 years. 
 
Byer's final public appearance was at a Nov. 21st  
retirement dinner attended by his family, co-workers and 
more than 100 guests, at which he spoke briefly and 
thanked the sanitary district's 32-member staff. "I'd put 
them up against any other sanitary workers in Contra 
Costa County," he said. 
 
Byer owned and operated an auto body shop in 
Brentwood for decades, but it was the volunteer work 
that seemed to give him the most satisfaction.  When 
Byer first joined the sanitary district board in 1970, he 
not only helped run the agency but was its de facto staff 
-- the go-to guy who would climb down manholes to fix a 
pipe and come to the rescue when someone's plumbing 
backed up late at night. At the time, the utility now 
known as the Ironhouse Sanitary District had no staff 
and operated with a septic tank and aeration pond. 
"There really wasn't a lot of glamour to it," said Williams 
of Byer's longevity in the position that at first didn't even 
come with a stipend.  
 
Byer says he stayed, in part, because there was always 
something more that needed to be done, whether it was 
buying land, hiring consultants, or obtaining permits. 
"That need to be involved always kept him going, gave 
him a purpose to be on the board," Williams said. Byer's 
institutional knowledge enabled him to steer the district 
around missteps that previous administrators had made 
and earned him the respect of his peers. 

Public Records Resource 
Did you know there is a great online resource for all 
special districts to use?  See the public resources codes 
for information on public records. Check their website for 
a copy of the California Public Records Act. 
http://www.harp.org/og/cpra.htm 
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Recycled Water Plant Opens at 
Richmond Refinery 
Critical water shortages may pose a future threat to our 
way of life, particularly in drought-prone regions like 
California.   
 
Construction of the new plant, which is called the 
Richmond Advanced Recycled Expansion (RARE) 
Water Project, began in the summer of 2008 and was 
completed in July 2010.  Pipelines deliver wastewater 
provided by the West County Wastewater District 
(WCWD) to the RARE treatment facility.  Treatment 
technologies such as microfiltration and reverse osmosis 
are then used to produce recycled water that exceeds 
the “unrestricted use” requirements in the rigorous 
standards set by the California Department of Public 
Health. 
 
The recycled water is then fed through Chevron’s own 
reverse osmosis plant to provide higher-quality boiler 
feed water that is required for safe and reliable refinery 
boiler operation 
 
When RARE is fully operational 7.5 million gallons of 
recycled water will be used every day. 
 
“Recycled water can never be used for drinking 
purposes, even when purified, and it must be produced 
and treated at facilities and distributed from pipelines 
that are separate from those used for drinking water,” 
explained Coyle. “So substituting high-grade recycled 
water produced onsite for potable water we’d otherwise 
purchase from EBMUD helps make available more fresh 
drinking water for community use.” 

Why Recycle Water? 
Using recycled water helps conserve our limited supply 
of drinking water and is especially important during water 
shortage emergencies, including droughts. It helps to 
strengthen and sustain the local economy by making 
more drinking water available for other residential and 
business uses. Depending on its level of purification, 
recycled water may be used for: 
 
• Industrial cooling 
• Residential and commercial landscaping and irrigation 
(for parks, freeways, golf courses and non food-bearing 
trees) 
• Fire prevention 
• Soil compaction and dust control at construction sites 
• Street sweeping 
• Toilet flushing in dual-plumbed buildings 
• Concrete manufacturing 

Contra Costa Mosquito & Vector 
Control District wins International 
Award for Website  

The Contra Costa Mosquito and Vector Control District 
has been named a winner of the silver 2010 Davey 
Awards from the International Academy of the Visual 
Arts. The District earned the recognition for the creation 
of their website. 
 
The Davey Awards is exclusively for smaller agencies, 
companies, or organizations with annual billings or 
revenues below certain levels. The Davey levels the 
playing field so entrants compete with only their peers 
and can win the recognition they deserve.  
 
"We are honored and thrilled to be recognized for our 
work," said Deborah Bass, public affairs manager for the 
District. "We are committed to developing our website to 
meet the growing demands for information and to deliver 
a creative and effective means of communication."    
 
Contra Costa Mosquito & Vector Control District, a public 
health agency, has been protecting public health for 
more than 80 years. They have free services to the 
public in the areas of mosquitoes, skunks, rats, yellow 
jackets, and ticks. They are located at 155 Mason Circle 
in Concord and can be reached at (925) 771-6195. 

CCWD Los Vaqueros Reservoir 
Expansion 
 
The Contra Costa Water District Los Vaqueros Reservoir 
Expansion project is set to break ground in early 2011. 
The approximately $120 million project will increase the 
size of the reservoir from 100,000 acre-feet to 160,000 
acre-feet, with a possibility of expanding to 275,000 
acre-feet if partners sign on.  
 
The additional water storage will help ensure high-quality 
water deliveries to customers, reliability during a drought 
and protections for Delta fisheries and the environment. 
During construction, recreational programs, fishing and 
some trail access will be maintained to the extent 
possible, but temporary program reductions will be 
necessary and some areas of the watershed will need to 
be closed at times for the safety of the public. 
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Contra Costa County is well 
represented at California Association 
of Sanitation Agencies (CASA) 
Contra Costa County Special Districts are represented 
on the board of directors for the California Association of 
Sanitation Agencies (CASA). Two board members from 
Central Contra Costa Sanitary District (CCCSD) are 
current directors, and one from Delta Diablo Sanitation 
District (DDSD). 
 

  
 
Barbara was elected to the Central Contra Costa 
Sanitary Board of Directors in 1992. Among her major 
accomplishments was the establishment of a 
pharmaceutical drop off program. The program now has 
11 drop-off sites in the CCCSD service area. Barbara 
also developed the partnership with Solano Community 
College to establish the Plant Operator Training 
Program, a partnership of 15 water and wastewater 
agencies that offer college-level classes in water and 
wastewater technology taught at partner agencies in 
Contra Costa and Alameda Counties. 
 

  
 
Gary has been Delta Diablo Sanitation District’s General 
Manager/District Engineer since August 2003. He was 
Manager of the Water Supply Improvements Division of 
East Bay Municipal Utility District where he managed 
development of future water supplies for EBMUD. He is 
the former director of construction for Contra Costa 
Water District’s Capital Project Program where he was 
also responsible for completing the environmental review 
process, permitting, and eventually construction and 
start-up of the Los Vaqueros Reservoir Project. Gary is a 
registered professional civil engineer; he earned his 
degree in engineering from the University of California, 
Davis. 

  
 
David R. Williams CASA Director-At-Large was elected 
in November to serve as a director for Contra Costa 
Central Sanitary District. Dave works at East Bay 
Municipal Utility District in Oakland (EBMUD). 
 

Save the Date! 

  
CSDA Legislative Days will be held in Sacramento 
May 3 & 4, 2011 
 
The 2011 CSDA Annual Conference and Exhibitor  
Showcase  will be held in Monterey October 10-13 , 
2011. CSDA will be at the Marriot Monterey & Monterey 
Conference Center. 

Pharmaceutical Disposal Program 
 
Central Contra Costa Sanitary District has expanded its 
Pharmaceutical Disposal Program by partnering with the 
Sheriff's Department and eight local police departments 
in central Contra Costa County. Households may now 
use any of the eleven collection sites to safely dispose of 
unused medications. These sites are open to all county 
residents Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. Visit the district website for additional information at 
http://www.centralsan.org  
 
Disposal of pharmaceuticals down a toilet or drain has 
become a serious public concern. Either method can 
allow medications to make their way into regional water 
sources by passing through wastewater treatment 
plants. The drop-off program can alleviate some of that 
pollution. Other reasons for the program include 
preventing abuse by young adults and to protect seniors. 
This disposal option decreases the likelihood of anyone 
taking a wrong or outdated medication by mistake, and 
gives family’s a convenient place to dispose of unwanted 
medicines. 
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Delta Diablo Sanitation District wins 
National Procurement Award 
 
Delta Diablo Sanitation District (DDSD) has received the 
prestigious Achievement of Excellence in Procurement 
Award from the National Purchasing Institute. The award 
recognizes excellence in innovation, professionalism, e-
procurement, productivity, and leadership attributes of 
procurement departments.  
 
"The award speaks to DDSD's dedication to continuous 
improvement, excellent customer service, professional  
standards of integrity and fairness, and best practices in 
facilitating public procurement and materials 
management," said the district's purchasing manager, 
Denni Baumer. 
 
As a special district, DDSD is one of only three 
sanitation agencies nationwide receiving the award this 
year. The award recognizes excellence in innovation, 
professionalism, e-procurement, productivity and 
leadership attributes of procurement departments. This 
award is among the most coveted awards bestowed on 
a public procurement operation. 

Chapter News – from the January 
24th, 2011 chapter meeting 
The LAFCO Independent Special District Selection 
Committee of Contra Costa County preceded our 
Special Districts Association meeting. The meeting was 
held to select one Special District Regular Member to fill 
a term of office on LAFCO to May 2012.  Mike McGill 
from Contra Costa Central Sanitary District was elected 
to fill this regular member seat. 
 
At the chapter meeting Bette Boatmun was re-elected to 
serve as our Chair (President), and Mark Cornelius as 
Vice Chair (Vice President) for another two year term. 
 
The chapter bylaws were approved, and a new position 
was added “Member at Large”. The Member at Large’s 
responsibility will be to assist the President and Vice 
President in every way possible to further the goals of 
the Chapter.  At the April Anniversary celebration we will 
be electing a Member at Large. All candidates will need 
to have a motion or resolution adopted by the member 
district Board of Directors supporting such a nomination. 
All those interested should submit their name and 
resolution to the nominating committee to be considered. 
Members of the Nominating Committee: 
Tom Williams Ironhouse Sanitary District 
Dave Requa - Dublin-San Ramon Services District 
Frank Granzella - West County Wastewater District. 
 

CCSDA 2010 Scholarship Award 
Program 
Four scholarship awards of $250.00 each have been 
awarded, all of which were applied to CSDA programs or 
for educational seminars. The goal was to offer and 
provide an incentive and encouragement for CCSDA 
members to increase participation in the programs 
offered by CSDA.   The four members who are receiving 
the scholarship awards are: 
 

• Lance Hurtado, from Pleasant Hill 
Recreation & Park District 

 
• Glenn Umont, from San Ramon Valley Fire 

Protection District 
 
• Teresa Hunter, from Contra Costa Resource 

Conservation District 
 

• Tarry Smith, from Ambrose Parks and 
Recreation District 

 
Congratulations to each of the winners! 

Meet our new Special Districts 
LAFCO Representative 
 

   
 
At the February 9th LAFCO meeting Mike McGill was 
given the oath of office by County Clerk-Recorder Steve 
Weir and formally welcomed to the dais. At this meeting 
the commissioners voted unanimously to name Special 
District Member Michael McGill as the new Chair. 

Contra Costa Special Districts 
Association Landing Page 
 

http://bit.ly/ContraCostaChapter 
 
The Contra Costa Special Districts Association Chapter 
Landing Page is also located on the CSDA website at 
http://www.csda.net  and is available to the public from there. 
Here are the steps to negotiate there: 
 
From the CSDA Main page, click on the Membership  Tab at 
top of the page. Then in the center of the page click on “IN 
THIS SECTION” CSDA Chapters , then click on Contra Costa 
Chapter
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Did you notice our new letterhead and logo in a rec ent communication to you? 

                
 
A thank you to Ironhouse Sanitary District for this new look! Tom Williams and Sue Walde of Ironhouse Sanitary District 
worked with Roni Gehlke of R&G Promotions using design ideas provided by Ironhouse for the new letterhead.  Roni 
creates the Ironhouse District newsletter, the Ironhouse Insider, they are pleased with her work, and she does a wonderful 
job as our new letterhead shows! 
 

Note our new meeting location beginning in July 201 1 
Pleasant Hill Parks and Recreation District will be closing the Community Center for renovations on April 15th, 2011.  
We have found another location and are pleased to announce that we will be meeting at St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
Church which is nestled in a quiet residential neighborhood at 1601 Mary Drive, Pleasant Hill, CA.   The church is located 
south of Civic Drive where we have been meeting at the Pleasant Hill Community Center. 
 
Directions from Freeway 680 
Take westbound Willow Pass Road off I-680 across Contra Costa Blvd. Take the first left turn (Ruth Drive), then right on 
Harriet Drive and right on Mary Dr     

             
 

California Special District Association Contra Cost a Chapter 
C/o Contra Costa Mosquito & Vector Control District 

155 Mason Circle 
Concord, CA 94520 

Phone: (925) 771-6109 
 

Bette Boatmun, Chair - Email: bboatmun@yahoo.com   Mark Cornelius, Vice Chair - Email: mark@markcorneliuslaw.com 
 


