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Ironhouse Sanitary District General 
Manager Tom Williams Retires 
 
You don’t have to look too hard to see the changes, 
innovations and conservation techniques that Tom 
Williams has helped bring to Ironhouse Sanitary District 
(ISD) during his 15 years there, including the past 10 as 
general manager. It is those lasting contributions that 
Williams leaves behind. 
 

  
 
First hired as the district’s engineer under the 
leadership of then GM David Bauer, Williams dove in 
on existing projects around the old treatment plant. 
When Bauer retired, Williams easily made the transition 
to overseeing the day-to-day operations of the district. 
 
One of his first major projects was building a railroad 
undercrossing to safely bring workers and the public 
past what had been a non-signalized grade crossing 
near Rose Avenue. The project included working not 
only with railroad officials, but also with three separate 
districts, Caltrans and the county. 
 
Williams secured an interest-free state loan and 
oversaw construction of ISD’s award-winning Water 
Recycling Facility. As ISD’s GM, Williams has overseen 
wastewater collection and treatment for the 37-square-
mile district that includes Oakley, Bethel Island, 
Hotchkiss Tract and Holland Tract in East Contra Costa 
County.  
 
He has emphasized conservation techniques for the 
health and welfare of all of the communities. During his 
tenure he also served as president of Reclamation 
District 830, which is responsible for maintaining 15.5 
miles of Delta levees on 3,500-acreJersey Island. 

Ironhouse new General Manager  
 
Chad Davisson, the new General Manager for Ironhouse 
Sanitary District (ISD), started on July 13, 2015.  Chad 
comes to the District with over 25 years of wastewater 
industry experience. 
   

  
 
He served as the General Manager of the Richmond 
Municipal Sewer District, worked for the City of San 
Mateo as the Environmental Services Division Manager, 
the Water Reclamation Systems Plant Manager for 
Olivenhain Water District and the Industrial Waste 
Control Representative for the County of San Diego.  
 
He has also worked as a consultant for Crescent City, 
the City of Ontario, the City of Montclair and the 
Olivenhain Municipal Water District.   
 
He is a Grade V Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator 
and a Grade IV Environmental Compliance Inspector 
and a Cross Connection Control Program Specialist.   
 
He looks forward to continuing the great work of ISD 
which includes providing wastewater collection and 
treatment services within the communities of Oakley and 
Bethel Island.  
 
By expanding the use of recycled water to help the 
region meet its water conservation needs, the District 
has implemented innovative programs such as the 
District’s recycled water fill station and providing 
recycled water for dust control. 

 

He also has 10 years of 
executive level organization 
management experience. 
 
He has a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree in Public Administration 
from San Diego State University 
and is scheduled to receive his 
MBA Degree from Saint Mary’s 
College in Moraga January 
2016. 

Congratulations 
Tom Williams for 15 
years’ service, ten 
years as Manager! 
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SDLF Logo  
 

 
Developed in 2002 the stylized “L” was the mark that 
was selected has two pieces of symbolism as a base, 
the triangle, and diagonal. 
Here’s why: 
 
Triangle (primary) is directly related to the square and 
offers symbolism for: 
• Stability  
• Foundation  
• Strength  
• Durability 
The centered square reinforces these qualities and 
creates equilibrium reinforcing the same feelings. It also 
creates an “L” shape – a major component of SDLF – 
Leadership. As a shape the “L” shares the same 
properties as either a square or triangle. 
 
Diagonal is used when trying to give a feeling of: 
• Movement  
• Progression  
• Dynamics  
• Power 

 
ISD celebrates its 70th Anniversary! 
 

   
 
The event was open to the public and included a 
dedication ceremony, a free lunch, entertainment for 
children and adults, and free tours of the district's Water 
Recycling Facility. 
 
The event kicked off with a plaque dedication ceremony 
to honor ISD's founding fathers and the efforts of the 
many community members who have helped build the 
district into an award winning facility. 
 
Speakers included Steve Moore, State Water 
Resources Control Board, and Congressman Jerry 
McNerney, Doug Hardcastle Oakley Mayor and former 
board member, and others. The speakers addressed 
California's drought and the importance of recycled 
water. 

Funding for Part-time Peyton Slough 
Watershed Coordinator Successful!  

 
The Contra Costa Resource Conservation District 
(CCRCD), in partnership with Mt. View Sanitary District 
(MVSD), applied to the County Watershed Programs' 
Watershed Stewardship Grant program to fund a part-
time Watershed Coordinator for both Peyton Slough and 
Alhambra Creek watersheds.  
 
The County Watershed Programs' Watershed 
Stewardship Grant awarded $16,500 for the Watershed 
Coordinator, Lisa Anich, to implement cleanup events, 
restoration projects, and education programs in the two 
watersheds. Half of the funds will be spent in projects 
located in Peyton Slough Watershed, including 
McNabney Marsh.   
 
The MVSD District Biologist will coordinate with Ms. 
Anich on the projects that take place within or adjacent 
to the MVSD wetlands. 
 

Save the Dates!   Plan Now for Future  
Upcoming CSDA Events! 
 
GENERAL MANAGER LEADERSHIP  SUMMIT  
 

June 12 – 14, 2016, Lake Tahoe  
 
FUTURE CSDA ANNUAL CONFERENCE DATES  
 
October 10 – 13, 2016, San Diego  
September 25 – 28, 2017, Monterey  
September 24 – 27, 2018, Palm Springs  
September 25 – 28, 2019, Anaheim  
 
BOARD SECRETARY/CLERK CONFERENCE  
 

October 18 – 20, 2015, Lake Tahoe  
November 14 – 16, 2016, Monterey  
 
SPECIAL DISTRICT LEADERSHIP ACADEMY 
CONFERENCE  
 
January 24 – 26, 2016, La Quinta  
July 10 – 13, 2016, Napa  
 
SPECIAL DISTRICTS LEGISLATIVE DAYS  
 

May 17-18, 2016, Sacramento  

 

 

Ironhouse Sanitary 
District (ISD) 
commemorated the 70th 
anniversary of the 
district's formation with a 
gala event Saturday, Aug. 
22, 2015, at the district 
headquarters.  
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Scholarships Are Available -
Consider Applying in 2016  
 
The Special District Leadership Foundation is 
committed to helping special districts obtain current and 
relevant continuing education. To that end they have 
funded three scholarship opportunities for special 
district elected officials and staff. 

 
Dr. James Kohnen Scholarship  
 
This scholarship is for registration fees for all four 
modules of the Special District Leadership Academy or 
the Special District Leadership Academy Conference 
and is open to elected/appointed special district board 
members from districts with budgets of less than $10 
million, who have not previously completed the Special 
District Leadership Academy. 
 
John Yeakley Special District Administrator 
Scholarship  
 
This scholarship is for registration fees for continuing 
education related to special district governance and 
operations for general managers and executive staff of 
districts with budgets of less than $10 million. 
Applicants must be currently pursuing their Special 
District Administrator (SDA) designation. 
 
Education Allowance Fund  
 
This scholarship provides financial assistance to 
elected officials and staff from districts with annual 
budgets of less than $10 million, who are first-time 
attendees at select events and/or programs. 
 

 
 

To find out more and to get applications visit: 
http://www.sdlf.org/  
 
The accreditation criterion gets to the heart of best 
practices in public agencies, demonstrating that your 
district: 
 
• Understands and respects the responsibilities inherent 
in providing essential public services. 
 

• Has clean financial audits and operates in a fiscally 
responsible and transparent manner. 
 
• Is conscious of the ever-changing operating 
environment by having current and relevant policies and 
procedures in place that conform to all statutes and 
regulations under state law.  
 
• Places an emphasis on continuing education 
completed by having each of the district’s board 
members and executive staff in ethics, governance and 
leadership training. 
 
• Focuses on having sound policies in the areas of 
governance, board conduct, district finances, 
transparency and reserves. 
  
Your district will receive a plaque honoring the district’s 
accomplishments. SDLF will issue press releases and 
notify legislators on the district’s behalf. 
 
To become a District of Distinction submit your 
application or contact Charlotte Lowe, SDLF program 
assistant, at (916) 231-2939. 
 

Welcome New LAFCO Special District 
Alternate Member Commissioner 
 
At the LAFCO Independent Special District Selection 
Committee held in July for the election of Special District 
Alternate Member Commissioner, Stanley Caldwell from 
Mt. View Sanitary District was appointed to complete the 
unexpired term of office of former commissioner George 
Schmidt.  The term on LAFCO will be to May 2018  
 

. 
 
I understand the importance and function of local 
government agencies.  I understand the purpose of 
LAFCO, it makes good sense to me and for this reason I 
want to serve.  I am confident that I would be able to rely 
on my expertise and experience to serve while on 
LAFCO. I will exercise responsibility through a 
countywide, LAFCO perspective in making decisions.   I 
will do this by weighing and reviewing information and 
making determinations based on the matter under 
review and in consideration of LAFCO's underlying 
purposes. 
 
It has been an honor and a pleasure to serve the special 
district community.  I look forward to the opportunity to 
continue to be of service.    

 

I am honored to serve on LAFCO 
on behalf of the Independent 
Special Districts of Contra Costa 
County.  I thank everyone for their 
support and vote of confidence.  
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Los Vaqueros 
 
Contra Costa Water District's Oliver Symonds got some 
unexpected help from a raccoon when he delivered the 
new Summer/Fall Activity Guides to the John Muir 
Interpretive Center at Los Vaqueros. 
 

  
 

California Agencies act to save fish 
from Endangered List 
 

 
 
Contra Costa Mosquito & Vector Control District 
Biologist Chris Miller plays key role in the effort working 
in the one-of-a-kind fish-rearing greenhouse. 
 
The Sacramento perch, a recreational sport fish and 
potential fish market delicacy, is at risk of becoming an 
endangered species. However, thanks to a crucial 
partnership between the Contra Costa Mosquito & 
Vector Control District, East Bay Regional Parks and 
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, this 
native fish may rebound with the help of the District's 
Biologist Chris Miller. 
 
"There is no one in this state or possibly the country 
who knows more about spawning Sacramento perch 
than Chris Miller," says the coordinator of the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife's Aquaculture Program 
Randy Lovell. 
 
Lovell says the Sacramento perch, a native sunfish, was 
once plentiful in Northern California until settlers arrived 
in the Golden State. They brought with them fish from 
other areas that overpowered the perch and since then, 
the number of these fish has been dwindling. Not too 
long ago, drought conditions yielded a new residency of 
protected red-legged frogs in a lake at Tilden Park that 
had long been home to Sacramento perch. Thus, the 
fish had to be relocated. 
 
Miller set up both individual and colony spawning tanks 
at the District's fish-rearing facility for the perch where 
he's been able to increase the fish's population; a feat 
rarely achieved in captivity. In addition to the immediate 
benefits, the largest fish are tagged so that Miller can 
collect genetic information on each fish for future 
studies. 
 
The perch populations have grown at the District to the 
point that they have been relocated into new waterways 
identified by the state.  
 
Lowell says it's important to bring Sacramento perch 
back from the brink of extinction because it is a highly 
adaptable fish that could serve as a sustainable food 
source, is liked by recreational fishing enthusiasts, and is 
growing in popularity among the soilless farming crowd 
as a water fertilizing source (aquaponics). 
For Miller, he's excited to be doing his part to ensure the 
fish's success. 
 
"It's a great opportunity to give these fish a healthy place 
to thrive and the process serves as a learning tool as 
well. I love these local fish and I look forward to seeing 
them used more widely," said Miller. 
 

The CoCo Sustainable Farm Update 
 

 
 
The CoCo Sustainable Farm project status is as follows. 
Work is proceeding on the Land Use Permit (LUP) 
application for the farm.  The project received clearance 
from the Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC), which 
happened earlier this year and allowed for the LUP 
application to proceed.  The ALUC will get another 
chance to sign off as part of the review process for the 
LUP.  In August we submitted the revised LUP 
application and awaiting approval. 
 
 
 

Even the 
raccoons were 
excited about 
the arrival of 
the new 
Summer/Fall 
LV Activity 
Guides! 
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Delta Diablo Sanitation District 
opens recycled water station  
 
Joining several other communities that have started 
making reclaimed water available to the public, Delta 
Diablo unveiled its new recycled water fill station on 
July 11, allowing residents of Pittsburg, Antioch, and 
Bay Point access to free recycled water for irrigation for 
the first time. 
  
The station is open on weekends only, from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on both Saturday and Sunday, and carries a 300-
gallon limit per visit.  Residents who are interested must 
bring their water bills or any other proof that they are 
Delta Diablo ratepayers.  They must also bring their 
own sealable water container, and go through a brief 
individual training period.  
 
Recycled water is non- potable and is intended strictly 
for irrigation, not for: drinking, filling fish tanks or 
recreational use.  Delta Diablo's program will run 
through October.  Similar programs exist through 
wastewater treatment plants. 
 

Dublin Recycled Water Expansion 
Project Enhancing Water Supply 
 
Dublin San Ramon Services District announced the 
extension of purple pipes carrying recycled water west 
of Interstate 680 to 35 Dublin sites – parks, roadway 
medians, and school grounds. 
 

 
 
An army of excavators and workers digs trenches for  
new recycled water pipelines on Shannon Ave. in Dub lin 
on July 22. 
 
The pipes will deliver recycled water to the park’s 
drought parched lawns.  By the end of the year, 
DSRSD will have installed 3,125 miles of new purple 
pipes on Dublin’s west side and converted sprinklers at 
35  large irrigation sites, including parks, schools, road 
medians, and multi-family and commercial properties. 
The project will save 49 million gallons of drinking water 
every year, enough to serve about 865 Dublin homes, 
according to the DSRSD project Manager, Senior Civil 
Engineer Shane Delight. 

 
 

With the installation of more recycled water pipeli nes, 
Dublin Mayor Abe Gupta said that 80 percent of the water 
the city uses today for municipal operations is rec ycled 
water. 

 
“Dublin is a model city in its use of recycled water for 
irrigation. They’ve been an indispensable partner from 
the beginning of this effort 20 years ago and share our 
vision of a more diverse and reliable water supply 
portfolio for the Tri-Valley,” said DSRSD General 
Manager Bert Michalczyk at the event. 
 
Earlier this year, DSRSD installed pipelines in central 
Dublin to connect the Santa Rita Jail and other Alameda 
County properties to the recycled water distribution 
system. The District accelerated the timetable for both 
the central and western Dublin projects in 2014 in 
response to the region’s severe drought. A $2 million 
grant from the California Department of Water 
Resources Integrated Regional Water Management Plan 
(IRWMP), funded through Proposition 84, is partially 
funding both projects, reducing the District’s cost to 
$5.984 million.   
 
DSRSD has partnered with EBMUD since 1995 to 
produce recycled water from wastewater through the 
San Ramon Valley Recycled Water Program. Between 
1995 and 2006, the two agencies built a water recycling 
plant and distribution network of pipelines, pumping 
stations, and storage reservoirs, and they continue to 
connect new irrigation customers to the network every 
year. In 2014, the program produced 1.3 billion gallons 
of recycled water used by DSRSD, EBMUD, and 
Pleasanton water customers. 
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Presentation of Transparency 
Certificate to Pleasant Hill 
Recreation & Park District 
 
California Special Districts Association’s (CSDA) board 
member and past president Stan Caldwell presented to 
the Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park District the District 
Transparency Certificate of Excellence.  This program 
was created by the Special District Leadership 
Foundation (SDLF) of CSDA in an effort to promote 
transparency in the operations and governance of 
special districts to the public and to provide special 
districts with an opportunity to showcase their efforts in 
transparency.  
 

 
 
Stan Caldwell presenting transparency Certificate t o PHR&PD 
Board president Sandra Bonato 
 
Earning the certificate is tangible acknowledgement of 
transparency efforts, and demonstrates to the 
constituents and other stakeholders the district’s 
commitment to being open and accessible. 
 

Monarch Butterfly Conservation  
 

   
 
 

Mt. View Sanitary District (MVSD) Biologist Kelly 
Davidson provided a 3-day program to students in Mr. 
Clark Smith's summer school Biology Class at Vicente 
High School in Martinez. The program consisted of a 
classroom presentation on Monarch Butterfly 
conservation and a two-day planting project in MVSD’s 
Wildlife Garden. The students planted two species: 
Narrow-leaved Milkweed (50 seedlings) and Common 
Yarrow (48 seedlings) - a native plant that is especially 
beneficial as a nectar source to butterflies, bees, and 
other pollinators. The new extension to the Wildlife 
Garden will be registered as an official "Monarch 
Waystation" by MonarchWatch.org. By creating and 
maintaining a Monarch Waystation, MVSD is 
contributing to monarch conservation, an effort that will 
help assure the preservation of the species and the 
continuation of the spectacular monarch migration 
phenomenon. 

 

Emily Barnett is Central Sans New 
Communication Services and 
Intergovernmental Relations Manager 
 
The Central Contra Costa Sanitary District (CCCSD) 
announced the hiring of Emily Barnett as its new 
Communication Services and Intergovernmental 
Relations Manager. In this role, Emily will lead CCCSD’s 
community and government relations, public outreach, 
and communications activities.    
 
Roger Bailey, the District’s General Manager, said, “We 
are very excited to welcome Emily. She has a fresh 
perspective, amazing credentials, and a wealth of 
experience that will help us to develop awareness of 
how we serve our communities and protect the 
environment.” 
 
Emily has a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science from 
California State University, Stanislaus, and is working 
towards a Master’s Degree in Communication Studies 
from San Jose State University. 
 

Owl Released at Los Vaqueros 
 
On August 24th at the Los Vaqueros Watershed, 
Lindsay Wildlife Encounter released a barn owl that had 
been injured and brought back to health.  
 

  
 
An LV fisherman brought the barn owl to Lindsay about 
a month ago after finding the white-faced bird tangled in 
fishing line. Annette said it was fortunate the barn owl 
was not more seriously injured and it could be nursed 
back to health. 
 
The young barn owl was less than a year old. 
 

Contra Costa Special Districts 
Association January meeting will be 
Monday January 25, 2016 – note 
location change - we will meet at the 
Pleasant Hill Community Center  
320 Civic Drive, Pleasant Hill, CA 
 

Lindsay Wildlife's Annette 
Wolff -- pictured -- said the 
release went very well. "I 
just opened my fingers and 
it flew away." 
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Diablo Water has a new home!  
 

 
 
Over the weekend of June 12 - 14 the Diablo Water 
District office moved from the shopping center across 
the street to the new office now located at 87 Carol 
Lane, Oakley. 
 
The district had occupied leased space in the shopping 
center for about 20 years.  The new building included 
new furniture and much improved layout and design.  It 
sits on a ¾ acre property directly across the street from 
the previous location. 
 

 
 

Photo of new building 
 
The exterior landscaping includes a water efficient low 
consumption garden.  The roof downspouts and parking 
drainage is onsite and only during heavy rains will 
overflow to storm drains. 
 

  
 

Portion of the demonstration garden  
 

The project began in June 2014 and took one year to 
build including design, permitting and build.  The total 
cost was about $2.5M, the building is about 5500 sq. ft. 
in size with the water district occupying about 4400 sq. 
ft., the other portion of the building will be leased until a 
time that the district may need to expand again in the 
future. 
 

Contra Costa Special District Grant & 
Scholarship Program Update 
 
We are happy to report that the CCSDA members voted 
to be benefactors at this year’s Contra Costa County 
Office of Education (CCCOE) Teacher of the Year event.   
 
At the Contra Costa Special District Association  
(CCSDA) meeting on July 20th, the Scholarship 
Committee (Larry Nagel from Kensington Fire District, 
and John Burgh from Contra Costa Water District) made 
a report recommending that CCSDA make a donation of 
$1000 to this year’s Teacher of the Year program of the 
Contra Costa County Office of Education. 
 
The membership approved this action unanimously.  
This is to be a trial one-year donation; the membership 
will evaluate our participation and decide next spring if 
and how to continue our involvement in scholarship 
support in the community.  Al Miller from Stege Sanitary 
District has joined the Scholarship Committee. 
 
Our donation of $1000 will allow us the opportunity to 
provide information to the participants at the annual 
dinner program we look forward to sharing about Contra 
Costa Special District Association to the attendees.   
 
We look forward to being at the dinner in September, 
and celebrating the wonderful contributions to our 
special district community made by these outstanding 
educators! 
 
About the County Office of Education  
 

 
 
The County Office of Education provides education-
related services that can be handled most effectively and 
economically on a regional basis rather than by each of 
the county's 261 schools or 18 school districts. These 
services are provided at the request of districts or to 
meet state mandates. 
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Town of Discovery Bay Launched a 
Revamped Website 
 
The Town of Discovery Bay has replaced its five-year-
old existing website with a new, easier-to-use model. 
 
In a plan that was approved by the town’s Community 
Services District (CSD) back in 2014, General Manager 
Rick Howard has spearheaded the development of the 
new site. 
 
“From the standpoint of managing the old site, it was 
extremely difficult to update and manage, and from a 
user perspective, it is extremely hard to navigate and to 
locate pertinent information.” Howard said. “This new 
site is fresh and very user friendly. It will be able to post 
to social media, which is appealing.” 
 

 
 
Sacramento-based firm Digital Deployment developed 
the new site at a cost of $16,800. 
 
Funding for the project was earmarked in the town’s 
budget this year, as a planned expenditure. According 
to the November 2014 staff report, “The cost not only 
provides significantly improved user interfaces, it also 
allows staff to create and edit all content on the 
website; create an easy to use mobile experience; and 
most importantly, it will allow residents to easily find the 
information that they are seeking.” 
 

Dublin San Ramon Services District 
Director News 
 

  
 
At the California Association of Sanitation Agencies 
(CASA) annual conference in mid-August, Dublin San 

Ramon Services Director Georgean Vonheeder-Leopold 
was elected to serve a three-year term on the CASA 
Board of Directors and appointed to the CASA Education 
Foundation board. 
 
Vonheeder-Leopold has served on the Dublin San 
Ramon Services District Board of Directors for 15 years 
and during that time she has been an active member of 
CASA. She brings decades of public service and 
experience to the CASA board. She is also an Alternate 
Special District Representative to the Alameda County 
Local Agency Formation Commission. 
 
CASA is the leading voice for public wastewater 
agencies on regulatory, legislative and legal issues and 
is dedicated to ensuring clean water for California. 

 
 

Los Vaqueros Bass Restocking  
 
For only the fourth time since it was opened, largemouth 
bass have been stocked at Los Vaqueros.  
 

 
 
On Aug. 14th, 2,000 of the coveted game fish -- between 
six and twelve inches in length -- were stocked at the 
reservoir. 
 
Largemouth, known among anglers as being feisty 
fighting fish, have been planted during the previous two 
years, and in 2001 when the reservoir was opened to the 
public. 
 
When the reservoir was expanded, considerable amount 
of habitat for largemouth was added to the banks of the 
reservoir.  
 
LV is primarily known as a trout and striped bass 
reservoir. The Los Vaqueros watershed is already 
enjoying one of its best years of attendance. 
 

DSRSD Director Elected to 
Serve on Board of 
California Association of 
Sanitation Agencies 
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Six Tri-Valley Agencies Receive 
Government Leadership Award 
 
At its annual conference, on September 3rd, the 
California Local Agency Formation Commission 
(CALAFCO) presented their “Government Leadership 
Award” to six Tri-Valley agencies for “working together 
and furthering good government efforts in the Tri-
Valley.” The six agencies are the cities of Dublin, 
Pleasanton, Livermore, and San Ramon, the Dublin 
San Ramon Services District, and the Zone 7 Water 
Agency. 
 
Together, these six agencies provide services related to 
drinking water (potable), recycled water, wastewater, 
and storm water to approximately 277,000 people living 
and working in the Tri-Valley (located in eastern 
Alameda County and southern Contra Costa County). 
While each agency has its own policies, practices, 
contracts, investments, and expertise, they studied 
ways to coordinate and integrate how they provide the 
various water services to their constituents. The study 
identified 15 opportunities for functional or service-level 
coordination and integration and additional options for 
longer-term integration. 
 
As part of this study process, the participating agencies 
established the “Tri-Valley Intergovernmental 
Reciprocal Services Master Agreement,” which makes 
it easier for two or more agencies to coordinate 
contracting for services and sharing resources and 
materials. The goal of the agreement is to take 
advantage of opportunities to save money by sharing 
equipment, personnel, and other resources, and this 
directly translates into savings for Tri-Valley ratepayers 
and taxpayers. 
 

Central San Wins National Award  
  
The Central Contra Costa Sanitary District’s 
outstanding wastewater treatment processes have once 
again earned national recognition. 
 
The District recently received the coveted Platinum-17 
Peak Performance Award from the National Association 
of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA). The award means 
that the District achieved 100% success in ensuring 
every drop of more than 236 billion gallons of treated 
wastewater met all federal, state and regional water 
quality standards as it was discharged into Suisun Bay 
during the past 17 consecutive years. 
 
The District is one of only eight wastewater treatment 
agencies – out of more than 16,000 agencies 
nationwide – to receive this honor. 
 
 
 

DSRSD General Manager Announces 
His Retirement 
 
On September 22, 2015 Dublin San Ramon Services 
District (DSRSD) General Manager, Bert Michalczyk, 
informed the DSRSD Board of Directors and employees 
of his plans to retire in early November, 2015. 
 
“District leadership and staff are very well poised and 
capable of assuming the reins,” Michalczyk said in his 
memorandum informing the Board of his intent to retire. 
“To ensure that continued success, we have in place the 
following: a five-year Strategic Plan; a solid senior 
management team that I feel is very capable of carrying 
on the Mission of the District; a policy infrastructure to 
deal with current and future water use limitations 
regarding the drought; approved operating and capital 
budgets for fiscal years 2016 and 2017; and stable labor 
arrangements based on a shared partnership between 
the employees and the District.”  Michalczyk also noted 
that the District is well on its way to completing master 
plans for long-term water use, water facilities, urban 
water management, biosolids disposal, and wastewater 
treatment. 
 

Contra Costa Chapter Participates in 
Roundtable Discussion at Annual 
Conference 
By: Dane Wadlé, Bay Area Network Field Coordinator 
 
On the last day of CSDA’s Annual Conference in 
September, chapter members from across the state 
participated in a roundtable discussion with CSDA 
leadership and staff to discuss a number of issues. 
Members recapped Chapter activities over the past year 
and outlined opportunities and suggestions for the 
coming year. The meeting also enabled Chapters to 
discuss best practices and provide guidance to 
individuals forming new chapters in other areas of the 
state. 
 
The roundtable was led Chris Palmer, CSDA’s Southern 
California Field Coordinator, and myself. We started the 
forum by presenting statistics highlighting the positive 
impact of the Field Coordinator program. For example, 
as of August 1, the Field Coordinators have attended 12 
Chapter meetings in 2015. We project that by the end of 
this year, CSDA’s participation in Chapter meetings will 
increase by approximately 58% from 2014! 
 
The agenda also provided an opportunity for Chapter 
members to talk to other Chapters about how they 
operate. This conversation was especially helpful for the 
attendees who are looking to start new Chapters. 
 
The meeting was a great opportunity to interact with 
district representatives and discuss a plan of action for 
the upcoming year 
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Send us your District News 
and Press Releases!  

 

Please send your district news releases to Stan Caldwell 
at stan_caldwell@comcast.net  and keep us informed 
on all of the exciting things your special district is up to.  
We welcome your news contributions to our newsletter!

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mark your calendars with our future Chapter Meeting  Dates:  
 

October 19, 2015, January 25, 2016, April 18, 2016,  July 18, 2016 
 

Meetings begin at 10:00 AM – we are out by 12:30 PM  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We meet at Central Contra Costa Sanitary District, 5019 Imhoff Place, 
Martinez, CA. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Contra Costa Special Districts Association 
C/o Central Contra Costa Sanitary District 

5019 Imhoff Place 
Martinez, CA 94553 

 
Central Contra Costa Sanitary District contact Suzette Crayton - Email: scrayton@centralsan.org 
Bette Boatmun, Chair - Email: bboatmun@yahoo.com 
Stanley Caldwell, Vice Chair & Newsletter Editor - Email: stan_caldwell@comcast.net  
Michael McGill, Member at Large - Email: Mcgill@mms-inc.net 
Bert Michalczyk, Treasurer - Email:  michalczyk@dsrsd.com 
 

California Special Districts Association 
1112 “I” Street, Suite 200, Sacramento, CA 95814   877.924.2732 

 
www.csda.net/contra-costa-special-districts-associa tion  


