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bout an hour's drive from San Diego, 
Lake Cuyamaca is a picture-book 
110 acre lake that is proof positive 

that good things come in small packages. 
Situated at an elevation of 4,600 feet in an 
oak and pine forest, it is surrounded on 
three sides by the 26,000 acre Cuyamaca 
Rancho and Anza Borrego State Parks, 
which is 52% wilderness.  Lake Cuyamaca 
is the perfect getaway for one day or up to 
ten nights. Few places in San Diego County 
offer the pristine views that greet your eyes 
wherever they may wander! 
 
The Lake Cuyamaca Recreation and Park 
District provides recreational services 
associated with Lake Cuyamaca. The 
District includes more than 12 square miles 
located south of the unincorporated 
community of Julian and substantially 
surrounds Lake Cuyamaca. 
 
Lake Cuyamaca is owned by the Helix 
Water District and operated as a water 
storage reservoir. In the late 1950’s, the 
Fletcher Family, specifically Willis Fletcher, 
proposed the formation of a Recreation and 
Park District to protect  
 

the Lake’s recreational assets.  Special 
Legislation, which empowered landowners 
to join registered voters as district electors 
—authorized formation of the Lake 
Cuyamaca Recreation and Park District by 
passing Senate Bill 1812 which became the 
Lake Cuyamaca Recreation and Park 
District Act in July 1961. The District was 
formed legislatively.  Formation of the 
District was approved by district voters on 
November 13, 1961. 
 
The Lake Cuyamaca Recreation and Park 
District Act (Chapter 1654 of Statutes of  

1961)   established   a  five-member  District 
Board of  Directors  appointed by the  Board 
of Supervisors. The Act was amended in 
1978 to increase board membership to 
seven. 
 
The District is authorized to oversee water 
recharge activities that preserve 
recreational areas and to develop the 
Lake’s recreational potential. Recreational 
facilities associated with Lake Cuyamaca 
are operated by the Recreation and Park 
District under a lease agreement with the 
Helix Water District.  The Park and 
Recreation District annually stocks the lake 
with trout, maintains campground and 
boating facilities, and leases restaurant 
facilities to a private concessionaire.  
District activities are funded with user fees 
and lease revenue. Initially, when the 
District was formed, a taxation was 
associated with its formation of $.50 per 
$100 assessed value. In 1978 the District 
found that it could make it on its own 
without the taxation, so they decided to 
discontinue it, something seldom seen. 
 
LAFCO approved a sphere-of-influence for 
the Lake Cuyamaca Recreation and Park 
District in 2007 that is coterminous with the 
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San Diego Chapter  

Quarterly Dinner Meeting 
Thursday – August 18, 2016  

6:00 pm to 9:00 pm   

Dinner served at 6:45 pm  

 

Location 

The Butcher Shop Steakhouse  

Kearny Mesa 

5255 Kearny Villa Road 

San Diego, CA  (858) 565-2272 

http://butchershopsd.signonsandiego.com 
 

Join us for a dynamic, interactive, and educa-
tional evening as SDCSDA showcases: 
 
“Lessons Learned: Twenty-Five in Work-
place Violence Prevention” 
 
Presented by Dr. Steve Albrecht, co-author of 

Ticking Bombs.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
Dr. Albrecht is one of the na-
tion’s leading experts on work 
and school violence prevention 
and on dealing with high-risk 
employees, customers, and 
taxpayers. 
 

Violent crime is rapidly spreading to the places 
where people work, including offices, factories, 
schools, post offices, and hospitals.  Business-
es everywhere are becoming more concerned 
about protecting their employees and their as-
sets from work-place crime.  Dr. Albrecht  will 
offer up background on the many forms of work 
place violence - including how to recognize the 
warning signs; security precautions; and ways 
to provide emotional, physical, legal, and psy-
chological support to employees after a violent 
episode occurs. 

-  

Don’t forget to make your reservations now for 
the next quarterly dinner meeting!  Our contract 
with the facility is a minimum of 50 attendees.   

 
Please send in your RSVP form to our CSDA  

Treasurer, Rich Stevenson at Sweetwater Authority  

 

RSVP Deadline: Thursday, August 11, 2016. 

              

                Treasurer’s Report 

                     April 1, 2016 through June 30, 2016 

 

 

Income for the period was from the February dinner meeting 
$350.00 and the May dinner $1,760.00 for a total of 
$2,110.00. 
 
Expenditures for the period included 2016 Video Contest 
Awards $6,000, Butcher Shop Restaurant for May 2016 din-
ner meeting $1,831.70, and postage for 2016-17 member-
ship invoices $13.49 for a total of $7,845.19. 
 
The book balance as of June 30, 2016 was Grant Scholar-
ship Fund $15,484.94, Speaker Program fund $5,000.00, 
and  General Fund $11,897.98 for a total of $32,382.92. The 
bank balance as of March 31, 2016, is $38,118.11. 
 
The calendar year 2016 Treasurer’s Reports were reviewed 
by an third party for supporting documentation and confirma-
tion of book versus bank balance.  The reviewer did not find 
any discrepancies. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Rich Stevenson 
CSDA Treasurer 

President        Mike Bardin, Santa Fe Irrigation District,                  
mbardin@sfidwater.org 

1st VP             Jim Peasley, Padre Dam MWD,                       
jfpeasley@cox.net 

2nd VP            Tim Geiser, Deer Springs Fire Protection District, 
tgeiser@dsfd.sdcoxmail.com 

Secretary        Diana Towne, Rincon del Diablo MWD 
dtowne@rinconwater.org 

Treasurer       Rich Stevenson, Sweetwater Authority 

 rstevenson@sweetwater.org         

Past  Kathleen Coates Hedberg, Helix Water 
President     District, kchedberg@cox.net 

State CSDA Representative   

Jo MacKenzie, Vista Irrigation District CSDA 
Rep   mackgroup@cox.net 

    

CSDA San Diego chapter  newsletter is  printed quarterly.  If you 
have any comments or suggestions, please direct them to Diana 
Towne, SDCSDA Board Secretary at: dtowne@rinconwater.org. 

http://butchershopsd.signonsandiego.com
mailto:rstevenson@sweetwater.org
mailto:mbardin@sfidwater.org
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Hello San Diego Chapter Members. 
Happy summer – the time for family 
vacations, long HOT days, and hopefully 
hitting the beach! I sure hope all our 
members are enjoying this wonderful time 
of year and all the fantastic activities we 
have right in our own backyard here in the 
San Diego region.   
 
The Del Mar Fair has come and gone, the 
horse racing season is now in full swing 
and the beaches are crowded!! Of course 
for us more serious minded folks – it’s 
also the time of year to think of fiscal year 

closings/beginnings and budgets. Also, let’s not forget we are 
also now in the middle of campaign season heading into the 
November 2016 general election. The major parties have 
selected their respective Presidential candidates, statewide 
ballot initiatives total seventeen (17) as of July, and regional/
local races are heating up. I would like to take this opportunity to 
wish all candidates for local elected office the best and thank 
you for your willingness to serve your communities. 
 
Not to be outdone on the election front, our annual election of 
the Chapter Board of Directors/Officers will also occur in 
November 2016.  I encourage all Chapter members to consider 
being active in a leadership role by serving on the Board. More 
information on the Chapter elections will be forthcoming later 
this month, including how to nominate an individual.    
 
As always, I encourage all members to visit the CSDA website 
at http://www.csda.net/conferences for more information 
regarding training, events, legislative and grassroots updates 
and networking. REMINDER: Mark your calendar for the 2016 
CSDA Annual Conference. This year, the annual conference is 
set to be held at the Sheraton San Diego Hotel and Marina, 
October 10-13, 2016.  I’m looking forward to having the 
conference in San Diego and encourage Chapter members to 
plan on attending. 
 
Our August 18, 2016 Chapter meeting will held at our regular 
location, the Butcher Shop in Kearny Mesa. The meeting 
speaker will be Dr. Steve Albrecht and the program will be 
“Lessons Learned: Twenty-Five Years in Work Place Violence 
Prevention”. Please plan to attend and not miss this informative 
and important speaker. 
 
I hope to see you all at the next San Diego Chapter meeting.  

 
All the Best, 

 
Michael J. Bardin, SDA 

Chapter President 
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General Election 
11/08/16 

August Calendar of Events 

For more information, visit http://www.sdvote.com/ 

content/dam/rov/en/election/1108_E_Cand_Filing_Guide.pdf 

August 3 - 29   

REVIEW PERIOD - Occurs before printing the Sample Ballot 

and Voter Information Pamphlet. 

August 12  

 NOMINATION PERIOD - LAST DAY - No later than 5 

pm, all candidates must file nomination papers and can-

didate’s statement of qualifications. 

 FINANCIAL and CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE - Last day 

to submit Statement of Economic Interest - Form 700. 

 CANDIDATE WITHDRAWAL—No candidate who has 

filed may withdraw after 5 pm. 

 LOCAL MEASURES—SCHOOLS, SPECIAL DIS-

TRICTS, CITIES, and COUNTIES—Last day to submit 

resolution for a measure to appear on ballot. 

 RUN-OFF CANDIDATE STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICA-

TIONS - Last day for local run-off candidates to submit a 

new statement of qualifications.  

August 15 

CANDIDATE STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS WITH-

DRAWL - For jurisdictions where candidate filing ended on 

8/12, statements may be withdrawn, but not changed, until 5 

pm of the next business day. Request must be in writing and 

submitted by candidate. 

August 17 

 NOMINATION PERIOD - EXTENSION - Last day for 

filing nomination documents if incumbent has not filed by 

8/12. 

 CANDIDATE WITHDRAWAL - EXTENSION - No candi-

date who has filed may withdraw after this date; applica-

ble in Districts with 5-dat extension of filing period be-

cause incumbent did not file. 

 FILE PETITION TO HOLD ELECTION - Last day to file 

petition signed by 10% of the voters or 50 voters, which-

ever is less, requesting that a general district election be 

held if nominees do not exceed the number of offices to 

be filled. 

August 18 

 CANDIDATE STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATION - 

WITHDRAWL - Jurisdictions with 5-day extension, state-

ments can be withdrawn but not changed, until 5 pm. 

 RANDOM ALPHABET - Chosen at 11 am and deter-

mines candidate order on ballot. 

August 19 

CANDIDATE LIST  - INCORPORATED CITIES - Last day for 

City Clerk to file with Registrar a list of names/ballot designa-

tions of City candidates to appear on ballot. 

August 25  

FPPC/CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE SEMINAR - Explains fi-

nance laws and restrictions. 

President’s Message 

http://www.csda.net/conferences
http://www.sdvote.com/content/dam/rov/en/election/1108_E_Cand_Filing_Guide.pdf
http://www.sdvote.com/content/dam/rov/en/election/1108_E_Cand_Filing_Guide.pdf
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Your email is the quickest way 
to receive  important notifica-
tions and quarterly newsletters 
from the San Diego Chapter of 
CSDA.  If you haven't received 
your newsletter lately or know of 
someone who did not receive 
one, you have an opportunity to 
change that!   

 
Has your personal email changed? Please notify Tim 
Geiser, 2nd VP and Membership Chair by email at: 
tgeiser@dsfd.sdcoxmail.com 
 

Updated Your Contact Info Lately? 

 
Cuyamaca (continued from page 1) 

district boundary. The sphere was last affirmed in 2013. 

 

Stocked with over 24,000 lbs. of trout annually, Lake 

Cuyamaca is the only San Diego lake that is able to 

stock trout all year long. Other species of fish include 

Florida bass, channel catfish, bullhead catfish, black 

and white crappie, bluegill and sturgeon. Besides 

fishing, there are many other activities for the avid 

outdoorsman and the whole family, including: Hiking, 

Boating, Camping, Bird Watching, Duck Hunting, 

Picnicking, and Special Event Hosting 

 

The Dam at Cuyamaca is the second oldest in 

California and was completed in 1888. It was part of the 

original “San Diego Flume” and stored water which was 

released down Boulder Creek to the San Diego River 

bed, then passed through a diverting dam into the 

flume, then directed 36 miles by the flume to Eucalyptus 

reservoir in Fletcher Hills. From there the water went 

through the La Mesa Ditch to San Diego in wooden 

flumes to help quench a desperate need for water in 

San Diego as the City was growing rapidly and had only 

shallow wells that were low producing and of poor 

quality water. Three years later, in 1891, several 

species of fish were stocked, and the newly formed 

reservoir became a mountain fishery. Over the next few 

decades the lake battled off and on with dry spells and 

water shortages and the fishery was completely wiped 

out towards the end of World War II. 

 

The lake remained unused until the mid-sixties, when a 
new organization, the Lake Cuyamaca Recreation and 
Park District, was formed and, through different 
projects, created a more permanent infrastructure for 
the lake. A dike was built to create a smaller yet deeper 
lake which could better resist drought. The larger part of 
the lake only holds water during very wet seasons. 
 
In 1974, Lake Cuyamaca Park and Recreation District 

entered into a cooperative trout stocking agreement 

with California Department of Fish and Game, now Fish 

and Wildlife.  That was the beginning of a grand love 

affair between San Diego fishermen and Lake 

Cuyamaca that has been going on ever since.  The 

“Alpine-like” lake is one of the best kept secrets in San 

Diego County, but once you visit there, you will want to 

go back. 

 

Pace (“Butch”) Paddock, General Manager of  the  Lake  

Cuyamaca Park and 
Recreation District, has 
lots of stories to tell and 
historic events to share but 
we don’t have the room for 
them all, but here are a 
few notable neighbors, and 
noteworthy tidbits of some 
of the more  early movers 
and shakers connected with Lake Cuyamaca and San 
Diego County: 

 
John Treat owned the “Milk Ranch,” a large cattle ranch 

which surrounded the south end of the lake. Milk Ranch 

provided milk and milk products to San Diego, Imperial, 

Riverside, and San Bernardino Counties. 

 

Robert W. Waterman owned the Stonewall Mine. When 

the reservoir was built, he went after the original investors 

of the San Diego Flume because he felt that the reservoir 

was causing his mine to flood out daily as a result of 

retention of water and forcing him to install and use pumps 

daily to keep the mine free of water.  His mine was 600’ 

deep at the time. The mine was floundering at the time he 

bought it, but that’s what he did.  Waterman would spent 

some extra time and money on business ventures that had 

gone bad or floundering, and he would usually turned them 

around and they would paid off. He made the money that 

he used to buy the Stonewall Mine from the production of 

gold and silver in several mines that he had previously 

owned in the southern Sierra.  He built a railroad spur to 

bring his ore out to a place where it would connect up with 

(Continued on page 5 ) 

mailto:tgeiser@dsfd.sdcoxmail.com
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Cuyamaca (continued from page 4) 

the main railroad leading to the San Francisco area.  

The name of the junction was called Waterman 

Junction, now called Barstow, CA. 

 

Waterman was also 

in politics and soon 

after he purchased 

the Stonewall Mine, 

he was elected to the 

position of Lt. 

Governor of the state 

of California.  It 

wasn’t long, just a 

matter of months, 

before the Governor died and Waterman inherited the 

position of governor which required him to be in 

Sacramento, not San Diego.  His nephew, Waldo 

Waterman, took over the operations at the mine.  When 

Waterman bought the mine, it had only 5 stamps (1 

battery) to process the ore.  Waterman increased the 

number of stamps to 20…..that’s 4 batteries……this 

increased productivity and as a result, the Stonewall 

produced, I believe, over $7,000,000.00 in gold. The 

Stonewall Mine was company owned and provide 

housing for their employees. This “Stonewall Camp” 

eventually became “Cuyamaca City” with a school, 

church, boarding house, and individual cabins.  The 

mine finally played out and “Cuyamaca City” became a 

ghost town. 

 

The Dyar Family bought the property, razed the 

dilapidated buildings, and the property eventually 

became part of the Rancho Cuyamaca State Park. 

 

Theodore Strong Van Dyke was the motivating force 

behind the “San Diego Flume”. A self-taught engineer 

from Daggett, California who designed the flume to 

divert some of the waters of the San Diego river into a 

flume and direct them to the city for an exploding 

population of downtown San Diego in the late 1800’s. All 

the freshwater wells around the San Diego area were 

very low producing and of poor quality. Van Dyke’s plan 

was to bring good water to San Diego from the 

surrounding mountains, so he developed the idea of a 

flume. The water traveled from the San Diego river bed 

over trestles and through hand dug tunnels (8 of them) 

to Eucalyptus Reservoir in La Mesa at a drop rate of 4” 

per mile. Lake Cuyamaca reservoir was the first part of 

this system. From the Eucalyptus reservoir the water 

was transferred through the La Mesa Ditch to the La 

Mesa reservoir - now called Lake Murray - where it was 

sent into the San Diego water system and traveled all the 

way to India Street downtown. A monumental task in 

itself.  This was the first part of Van Dyke’s way to 

regulate accumulated water.  If he had his way, there 

would be no Pine Valley as it would be under water, as 

would parts of El Cajon and Mission Valley.  

 

The flume was built out of redwood that was cut in the 

Columbia River Gorge and rafted (approx. 1,200 miles) 

down the Pacific coast to the San Diego harbor. It took 

9,000,000 board feet of redwood to build. The main raft 

was chained together as logs, its size was 6,000,000 

board feet of redwood. When the lumber reached San 

Diego, it was milled at the foot of Market Street, loaded up 

into wagons, and hauled to the work site. The longest 

trestle in the system was the Los Coches trestle, 1,774’ 

long and 65’ high with 137 trestles. 

 

Col. Ed Fletcher - Yes, THE Col. Ed Fletcher.  Fletcher 

was at the forefront of land, road, and water development 

in San Diego.  Fletcher Hills, Fletcher Parkway, etc. in the 

early and mid-1900’s, and he also owned a lot of land in 

the back country.  He developed Pine Hills just outside of 

the township of Julian.  He owned hundreds of acres in 

the Cuyamaca area, and he always wanted a place for 

the public from San Diego to go to and enjoy-Lake 

Cuyamaca.  

 

One of his sons, Willis Fletcher, was tasked with the 

formation and development of the Lake Cuyamaca 

Recreation and Park District. It was done legislatively in 

1961 by the “Lake Cuyamaca Recreation and Park 

District Act”. Willis Fletcher, better known as “Wig”, left no 

stone unturned to make the District a reality. In 1963, 

after some funding from “Boating and Waterways” the 

District was open for business. It originally had a tax 

assessment to it but in 1978 the governing board of the 

lake decided that it didn’t need the subsidy. 
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San Diego Chapter   

We’re on Facebook...   

Click here to like us today! 

The CSDA Annual Conference & Exhibitor 

Showcase is the one conference special district 

Leaders can't afford to miss! It is the most densely 

packed educational and networking experience 

available to special districts. Come together with other special district leaders from across the state to meet with 

industry suppliers, hear from the best in special district-specific topics with over thirty breakout session options, 

network with your peers and more at the leadership conference for special districts. 

Room reservations are available at the Sheraton San Diego Hotel & Marina at the CSDA rate of $159 plus tax, single 
or double occupancy, which includes complimentary guestroom 
internet access. Call 877.734.2726 and ask for the California 
Special Districts Association rate. The first night room and tax 
becomes non-refundable if a reservation is cancelled after the cut
-off date of Monday, September 19 at 5:00 p.m. 
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  Conference Schedule at a Glance... 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=6&ved=0CCQQFjAF&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpages%2FCSDA-San-Diego-Chapter%2F756728427685272&ei=4aVjU4LKIYfdoATt3YDQAQ&usg=AFQjCNHo1to76eMo1aNS00_-m7pSjtXXvA&sig2=-LFiAzHIOdb4OdOeTFamvw
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=6&ved=0CCQQFjAF&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpages%2FCSDA-San-Diego-Chapter%2F756728427685272&ei=4aVjU4LKIYfdoATt3YDQAQ&usg=AFQjCNHo1to76eMo1aNS00_-m7pSjtXXvA&sig2=-LFiAzHIOdb4OdOeTFamvw
https://www.facebook.com/CSDASanDiegoChapter/?fref=ts

