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District of Distinction: Pleasant 
Hill Recreation & Park District  
The first ever such award to a Recreation & Park 
District 

Senator Mark DeSaulnier presents District of 
Distinction award to Sherry Sterrett at CSDA 
Legislative Days in Sacramento May 11, 2010. 
 

      

The Special District Leadership Foundation (SDLF), 
which CSDA co-founded and co-sponsors, recognized 
the Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park District which 
recently became the first recreation and park district 
ever to receive "the "District of Distinction" 
accreditation by the Special District Leadership 
Foundation. The accreditation, which is one of the 
most prestigious local government awards in 
California, recognizes the Districts commitment to 
good governance, as well as ethical and sound 
operating practices. 
 
Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park District successfully 
met a list of requirements involving, policies, 
procedures, continued education, and audit standards 
to receive accreditation. The Special District 
Leadership Foundation, a collaborative effort of eight 
special district organizations, developed the District of 
Distinction program to help special districts 
demonstrate to their communities, the media, and 
legislators their commitment to operate in a sound and 
responsible manner as providers of essential public 
services. All of the Board Members and the General 
Manager have completed education in governance and 
ethics compliance training. Congratulations Pleasant 
Hill Recreation & Park District! 

Chapter Exhibit at CSDA 
Annual Conference 
This year the California Special Districts Association 
(CSDA) devoted an entire meeting room to chapters so 
they could highlight what they have done in the past 
year and share information and activities they are 
currently working on. 
 

 
 
Exhibiters from our chapter included Central Contra 
Costa Sanitary District, Contra Costa Water District, 
and Mt. View Sanitary District.  

Contra Costa CSDA Chapter of 
the Year! 
This distinguished award was presented at the CSDA 
Annual Conference to our chapter on Wednesday 
September 23, 2010 at the CSDA Chapters Reception. 
Contra Costa Chapter was nominated for this award by 
Chair Bette Boatmun and CSDA board member Stan 
Caldwell.  

                    
 
Chapters are important and integral entities to the 
effectiveness of California's special districts.  CSDA 
presents the award to the one chapter nominated for 
its effectiveness in outreach, its involvement and 
creativity with activities on behalf of all districts in the 
chapter's domain, and the chapter's ongoing 
commitment to continuing education.  
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“Cemeterian of the Year” 
Primo Facchini, Trustee of the Alamo-Lafayette 
Cemetery District 
 
The California Association of Public Cemeteries 
(CAPC) awarded Primo Facchini of the Alamo 
Lafayette Cemetery District with their Cemeterian of 
the Year award.  Primo Facchini received this 
prestigious award for outstanding service to California 
Association of Public Cemeteries.  Past recipient 
Dennis Shepard, General Manager of the North 
County Cemetery District, made the presentation at the 
2010 CAPC Annual Conference in Monterey. 
 

   
 
The California Association of Public Cemeteries annual 
“Cemeterian of the Year” award is presented to an 
individual who has accepted responsibilities and 
performed services over and above the norm. In 
supporting the Association’s programs, he has 
continually maintained high professional standards; 
has been an outstanding contributor to the effective 
results for the Association; and has exhibited excellent 
qualities in the cemetery profession. 
 
This year’s recipient, Primo Facchini, is more than 
deserving of this honor.  While CAPC was doing 
research on this individual, the words used by his very 
close associates include: honest; forthright, proactive, 
caring, an unconditionally giving person, and deserving 
of peer recognition.  He has served the Alamo-
Lafayette Cemetery District for over 30 years and has 
been instrumental in making ‘progress’ happen. He is 
budget conscious, focused on the district’s 
constituents, and makes sure funds are never wasted.   
 
Primo was an active member of the re-write team 
working on the Health & Safety Code for “Public 
Cemetery District Law”.  
 
 Primo remains active as a Notary Public, Property 
Manager and a Real Estate Broker.  He takes great 
pride in his hobbies -gardening and photography. 

MVSD Welcomes New District 
Manager 
 

          
 
The Mt. View Sanitary District Board and staff welcome 
new District Manager Mike Roe. Prior to accepting this 
leadership role, Mike held the position of Assistant 
District Manager. Before joining MVSD, Mike worked 
for the City of San Diego for 14 years, managing the 
operation and maintenance of the City’s water 
reclamation plants.  
 
With 28 years of experience in the wastewater and 
water reclamation fields, Mike is uniquely qualified to 
build on the District’s legacy of technological 
innovation and environmental stewardship. 
 
Mike’s vision for the District further includes continuing 
the record of regulatory compliance and the proactive 
management of the District’s infrastructure. He takes a 
long-term financial view and is committed to prudent 
financial management, public education and the well 
being of the District’s employees.  
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Fire District's Website 
Nominated for Webby 
Award 
The Webby is the leading international award 
honoring excellence on the Internet. 
 

                
 
The San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District’s 
website, firedepartment.org, has received the 
prestigious honor of being nominated for best 
government website by the International 
Academy of Digital Arts and Sciences. The 
nominations were announced Tuesday, April 13, 
2010 in New York City. Firedepartment.org is 
among five government sites worldwide to 
receive this nomination. 
 
“For firedepartment.org to be nominated in the 
same category as websites for the U.S. Census 
Bureau, NASA and the U.S. Air Force is quite an 
accomplishment for our District”, said Fire Chief 
Richard Price. “We are honored by this 
recognition.” 
 
The SRVFD designed the website after 
surveying residents asking what they wanted 
and needed from the fire district's site. 
 
Based on the survey results, the website 
includes emergency radio traffic, live dispatch 
logs and up-to-date information for residents and 
businesses.  
 

San Ramon Valley Fire 
District's (SRVFPD) 
iPhone application 
 
The first ever fire district application created. 
 
By providing a virtual window into the District’s 
9-1-1 dispatch center, iPhone users now have 
real-time access to emergency activity occurring 
in the community. The application provides the 
District with a powerful new avenue to 
communicate with its mobile population during a 
disaster.  
 

              
 
Users are able to view active incidents - 
including the current response status of 
dispatched units (enroute, onscene, etc.) and 
instantly pinpoint incident locations on an 
interactive map. 
 
The application allows residents and other 
interested parties to be notified of incidents by 
category as they are dispatched. The District 
also uses the application to communicate with 
its more than 700 Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) members and to share 
information during disasters with all its citizens. 
(Continued on next page) 
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(iPhone application continued from page 3) 
 
“Using the iPhone and iPad for field-based 
command and control operations holds great 
promise for emergency service providers,”  
said Chief Price. “This consumer version of our 
development effort demonstrates the game-
changing nature of these revolutionary handheld 
devices.” 
 
The District partnered with students at the 
College of Informatics at Northern Kentucky 
University (NKU) for iPhone engineering and 
programming services. By working with the 
District, students received valuable intern 
experience in addressing real world business 
needs. 
 
The application is available for free download 
from the Apple iTunes Store. For additional 
information see the video on the district website 
www.firedepartment.org narrated by Chief Price. 
The video provides a good overview of the main 
features and functionality of the application. 
 

The San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District 
provides all-risk fire, rescue and emergency 
medical services to the communities of Alamo, 
Blackhawk, the Town of Danville, Diablo, the 
City of San Ramon, the southern area of Morgan 
Territory and the Tassajara Valley in Northern 
California (Contra Costa County). The District’s 
service area encompasses approximately 155 
square miles and serves a population of 
167,500. 
 

Message from the Chair…… 

Wetlands Birding Field Trip 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2010   8:00 -11:00 AM 

Join Mt. View Sanitary District Environmental 

Education Coordinator Kelly Davidson for a fun 

and informative hike around the McNabney and 

Moorhen Marsh system. This annual fall walk 

will introduce you to the diversity of resident and 

migrant birds found in and around these historic 

Contra Costa wetlands. We would love to have 

you join us! 

• Meet at the observation platform just before 

the tunnel. 

• Dress in layers and wear comfortable, 

closed-toed shoes. 

• Bring binoculars if you have them; we have a 

few pairs to loan. 

• Beginners are always welcome. 

• Heavy rain cancels! 
 
For more information contact: Kelly Davidson 
 (925) 228-5635 x19  kdavidson@mvsd.org 

 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 

Betty Boatmun announces that the Contra Costa 
Chapter will be celebrating our 20th anniversary 
at our April 2011 meeting.  
 
As a reminder the CCSDA 2010 Scholarship 
Award Program is still open. There are three 
remaining scholarship awards of $250.00 each 
which can be applied to CSDA programs or 
educational seminars. The award must be used 
by June 2011. Awards can be shared by District 
Employees.    Apply now! 

 
See page 8 for details on how to 
apply for the CCSDA 2010 
Scholarship Award Program. All 
applications must be submitted 
no later than November 12th 
2010.  
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Recycled Water 
Antioch Recycled Water Distribution System 
Dedication event on Monday, August 23, 
2010 

 
 
"Purple is the new green," said Don Glaser, the 
regional director for the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation. 
 
The City of Antioch and Delta Diablo Sanitation 
District (DDSD) have joined efforts to expand 
the water reuse system to provide recycled 
water to irrigation users in Antioch.   
 
The Antioch Recycled Water Distribution System 
establishes recycled water services for use as 
landscape irrigation at municipal parks, medians 
and other green spaces along the pipeline 
alignment.  

The initial phase into the City of Antioch creates 
a distribution system which will provide recycled 
water to four city parks, street medians, and the 
Lone Tree Golf Course.  
 
Recycled water projects from urban wastewater 
are reliable long-term sustainable supplies and 
are the most drought-tolerant water supplies that 
can be developed.   
 
The new facilities will include approximately 
18,300 linear feet of recycled water main. The 
project will reduce dependence on Delta potable 

water supplies, improve water supply reliability 
for irrigation customers, as well as reduce 
wastewater discharges to the Delta. 

Delta Diablo Sanitation District's Recycled Water 
Facility now provides up to 8,600 acre feet per 
year of tertiary treated recycled water to two 
power plants and 20 acres of parks and 
landscaped areas. This project is one of the 
largest industrial recycled water projects in the 
State of California. 
 
This Dedication reflects a successful federal, 
state and local collaboration directly benefiting 
our community and protecting the environment. 
It also reflects an innovative undertaking by the 
city of Antioch to secure long-term sustainable 
water supplies while protecting the Delta.  
 
Working with Delta Diablo Sanitation District and 
the city of Antioch, this is another completed 
project for the Bay Area Recycled Water 
Coalition, a partnership of fourteen San 
Francisco Bay Area regional water recycling 
agencies. It was made possible with state grant 
funds, zero percent interest loans and Federal 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA) stimulus funding. No ARRA funds were 
used to construct physical facilities upon any 
golf course. 

Future planned phases will use the backbone 
pipeline to expand the system to serve other 
park and industrial sites. In addition to more than 
30,000 feet of pipeline on major thorough-fares 
in Antioch, the project includes a 1.1 million 
gallon reservoir and pump station at the golf 
course. 
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CCCSD Receives 
Prestigious Platinum Award 
 
The Central Contra Costa Sanitary District’s 
record of 12 consecutive years of 100% 
environmental compliance was recently 
recognized by the National Association of Clean 
Water Agencies with their Platinum-12 Peak 
Performance Award - a distinction earned by 
only a handful of wastewater agencies 
nationwide. 
 
To receive this award, CCCSD met stringent 
federal, state and regional water quality 
standards when collecting, sampling, treating, 
testing and releasing an average of 45 million 
gallons of wastewater every day for the past 12 
years - without a single violation of its EPA - 
issued National Pollution Discharge Elimination 
System permit. 

Diablo Water District Goats! 

 

While driving along the Highway 4 bypass near 
Laurel Road, you will see two large steel 
reservoir tanks surrounded by three acres of 
grassy land. The grass must be mowed 
periodically for fire safety. The District decided to 
replace the power mower with goats and began 
saving $3,000 annually. 

 
POLLUTION PREVENTION WEEK 
SEPTEMBER 20th - 26th 2010 

 
 

Pollution Prevention Week is the third full week 
in September each year. This time is an 
opportunity for individuals, businesses, and 
government to emphasize and highlight their 
pollution prevention.   
 
In addition to providing sewage collection and 
treatment services for 18,000 residents in the 
Martinez area, the Mt. View Sanitary District 
(MVSD) has, since the early 1970’s, managed 
the McNabney Marsh and the Moorhen Marsh, 
151 acres of wetlands and wildlife habitat 
alongside Interstate 680 in Martinez.   
 
Exploring innovative means for public outreach, 
MVSD has leveraged its highly visible 
geographic location and negotiated with 
ClearChannel for the annual use of the billboard 
as part of the contract to install billboards on 
MVSD’s plant site. This public-private 
partnership enabled MVSD to expand its public 
outreach beyond its service area at no additional 
cost and to partner with other agencies about 
pollution prevention (P2) efforts. 

Sherry Sterrett re-elected 
to CSDA Board Region 3 

       
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sherry advocates extensively for both CSDA 
and the Contra Costa Chapter of CSDA.   
 
She promotes and encourages education for 
special district board members and managers. 
Sherry’s legacy of involvement and participation 
has been an important part of the success of 
CSDA.  She currently serves on the CSDA 
Education Committee & the Membership and 
Recruitment Committee. 
 
Sherry’s hard work brings much to CSDA - her 
dedication, commitment, and knowledge 
enhances her ability to be an effective and 
responsible board member. 
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Mt. View Sanitary District Billboard highlights American 
Wetlands Month 
In May 2010 MVSD hosted a Celebration billboard for the 20th anniversary of American Wetlands Month:  
 
Wetlands.... where land and water meet where life and spirit connect!  
 

 
           
Stege Sanitary District has moved! 
Stege Sanitary District moved into its new administration building this past spring - April 2010. The District 
took advantage of a very favorable bidding climate and awarded a construction contract to the lowest 
bidder, Overaa Construction, in May 2009. The District first had a prequalification process to determine 
the viability of potential bidders, using State guidelines for this prequalification process. Total construction 
costs were about $1.65 million, including change orders, for the new building. Additional site 
improvements were made to existing yard and storage areas as well. 
  
An interesting aspect of the project was the site; Stege exchanged property with the City of El Cerrito to 
acquire the site on which the new building and maintenance yard is located. This exchange was 
accomplished as a "no cost exchange" with El Cerrito. El Cerrito obtained the old Stege site and in return, 
Stege obtained the City property on which it could build the new administration facility. The new site 
provides Stege with a property a few hundred feet from the previous site that is separate from City 
properties, giving the District better visibility and access to its customers and contractors.  
 

 
 

7500 Schmidt Lane, El Cerrito, CA 94530-0537 
 

Stege expects to obtain LEEDS (Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design) silver level certification in 
recognition of the environmental design of the new building. 
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CCSDA 2010 Scholarship Award Program 
Goal: 
To offer an incentive and encouragement for CCSDA members to increase participation in the programs 

offered by CSDA. 

 
Awards: 
Four scholarship awards of $250.00 each, which will be applied to CSDA programs or for educational 

seminars. 

  
Rules: 

Awards may be applied to Legislative Day, CSDA Annual Conference, or any classes with the exception 

of mandated programs. Awards are open to all current paid CCSDA members. Award payment is made 

directly to CSDA.  Entries to be judged by the scholarship committee.  

 

Application (four simple questions) 

 
Section 1: Your Name, Agency Name, your contact information, etc.    
Section 2: What class, classes, or event would the award be applied to? 
Section 3: What is the goal for making this choice? 

Section 4: How would my district use this knowledge to benefit the people we serve? 
 
2010 Scholarship Award Program Committee: 
Matt Stamey Committee Chair, SRV Fire Protection District  
Roxanne Lindsay SRV Fire Protection District 
Darnell Turner Los Medanos Community Healthcare District 
 
Send your completed applications to committee chair Matt Stamey by email at MattS@srvfire.ca.gov 
 

Applications to be submitted no later that November 12, 2010 
Awards will be made by November 19, 2010 

  
Three awards are available & must be used by June, 2011. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contra Costa Special Districts Association will celebrate its 20th Anniversary in April 2011 

Watch your inbox for additional information to arrive soon! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
California Special District Association Contra Costa Chapter 

C/o Contra Costa Mosquito & Vector Control District 
155 Mason Circle 

Concord, CA 94520 
Phone: (925) 771-6109 

 
Bette Boatmun, Chair - Email: bboatmun@yahoo.com   Mark Cornelius, Vice Chair - Email: mark@markcorneliuslaw.com 

 
Stanley Caldwell, Interim Newsletter Editor – stan_caldwell@comcast.net 

 
California Special Districts Association – 1112 “I” Street, Suite 200, Sacramento, CA 95814   877.924.CSDA (2732) 


